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meetings accompanied by other supporting materials of interest to the public, 
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the equivalent in outstanding activity relevant to the interest of the ACADEMY. 
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Meet the Writers 


4 James E. Beichler, Ph.D., taught physics, mathematics, the history and 
philosophy of science and European history before recently retiring. He 
earned his Ph.D. in 1999 from the Union Institute and University in 
paraphysics, a highly controversial branch of theoretical physics. He is also a 
PhD trained historian of science. He has published several books and 
numerous articles, and presented his research at conferences around the 
world, but the most important, his book To Die For, was first published in 
2008. The second edition will soon be published. His other work and shorter 
publications can be found online for reading as well as downloading at 
https://independent.academia.edu/JamesJimBeichler. 


4 John White, MAT is an internationally known author, educator, and 
lecturer in the fields of consciousness research and higher human 
development. He has held positions as Director of Education for The Institute 
of Noetic Sciences, and as President of Alpha Logics, a Connecticut school 
for self-directed growth in body, mind, and spirit. John is a member of the 
ASCSI Advisory Council. He has published 15 books, including The Meeting 
of Science and Spirit, What Is Enlightenment? A Practical Guide to Death 
and Dying and, for children, The Christmas Mice. He has also edited and co- 
edited nearly a dozen anthologies, including Psychic Exploration: A 
challenge for Science, with Edgar Mitchell, and Future Science: Life Energies 
and the Physics of Paranormal Phenomena, with Stanley Krippner, both of 
which were early fundamental resources in the newly emerging field of 
consciousness studies. His books have been translated into ten languages. His 
writing has appeared in The New York Times, Saturday Review, Reader's 
Digest, Science of Mind, Esquire, Omni, Woman's Day and various other 
newspapers and magazines. He lives in Cheshire, Connecticut. 
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having formerly served as its Executive Administrator. He is from New York, 
New York, studied Employment Law at Brooklyn Law School, and graduated 
in 1974. Paul has had a successful career in finance and management but is 
now retired. He completed Reiki training in 2014 and received the DAO in 
2016. Using these skills, he enjoys assisting others to improve their spiritual 
life, as well as his own. Paul now lives in Wellington, Florida. 
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An Academy Update and Christmas Greetings 


First of all, let me wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year, unless you follow other religious beliefs (or none at all) and then I wish 
you all well in the celebration of your beliefs, as well as happiness, safety and 
good health in the coming year and beyond. We will all greet this new year 
of 2021 with a great deal of consternation and dismay due to all the problems 
and circumstances that haunted us in 2020. Chief among those was the 
worldwide covid-19 pandemic, which is still with us. This pandemic has not 
proven to be as lethal as thought in the beginning, with far fewer deaths due 
to the virus than initially predicted, but the pandemic and the reactions of 
various levels of local government to it have created a great number of far- 
reaching problems that will continue to trouble us individually, our society 
and cultures over the next several years. These resulting difficulties are 
merely following the law of ‘unintended consequences’ that rules humanity. 

The Academy (ASCSI) has been adversely affected by the official 
responses to the pandemic. Publication and distribution of the Searchlight and 
the JASCS have slowed to near a breaking point by the lockdowns and fear of 
the virus that politicians have spread throughout the population. They are both 
behind schedule but are slowly getting caught up. The lockdown has forced 
me to find new locations to use as a workspace with the internet connections 
that I need for preparing the publications, but more to the point nearly all 
contributions of publishable material from our membership and others has 
dried up, so I am putting far too much of my own material into our 
publications to keep them going. We are in desperate need of publishable 
articles, book reviews and other materials for our publications, so, please, if 
you can help contact me. 

More importantly, we have had a membership breakdown that is 
probably due to the pandemic. Only a few people have joined this past year 
and very few old members have renewed their membership. The money from 
those dues pays for our publications. We can only assume that everyone is 
safe and has survived the covid-19 (I have had a mild case of it myself), but 
there is the possibility that some members have died and we hope, with 
everything and all the spiritual tools that we have at our disposal, that that is 
not the case. As a partial remedy and our answer to this, we have extended 
everyone’s membership for an additional year by declaring a moratorium on 
the payment of dues, but that is only a stopgap measure. We cannot continue 
the moratorium past this year. All memberships will henceforth run from 
January to January, with yearly payments due in January. We were also forced 
to cancel our 2020 conference, our only other source of revenue except for 
donations. There are no paid positions in the Academy, everything we do is 
voluntary, so all of the money we receive goes for operating expenses such as 
our webpage, which is presently being rebuilt, and publications. Please 
contact us so we know that you are okay, or if you have any suggestions or 
donations to better run the Academy. 

— Jim Beichler, President and Editor 
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Historical Analysis 


Spiritualism, Spirituality and Beyond: The 
scientific quest to explain the psychical and 
anomalous aspects of human nature 


James E. Beichler 


Abstract: It took science more than a century to break away from 
religious scholasticism’s hold over its growth and progress nearly 
four centuries ago, initially destroying the relationship between 
psychic phenomenon and the new scientific mechanical paradigm. 
But science and the psychic and anomalous aspects of our existence 
have followed parallel paths of development ever since, even though 
the preternatural and supernatural aspects of our existence were 
originally relegated to the realm of religion. At first they still held 
an extremely tenuous connection to Newtonian science and Natural 
Philosophy and a strict bias against them grew in science, but over 
the past two centuries the successes of science in explaining our 
normally sensed world have led to further attempts to expand 
science into the realm of the psychical and para-normal (but still 
natural) and explain the para-normally sensed world of psychic 
phenomena. These attempts have helped to establish a greater and 
growing variety of documented psychical experiences as well as 
offer a real challenge to our traditional concepts of religious 
experience, which has, at times, been conducting a cold 
philosophical war with science. So, a great deal of scientific bias 
toward the paranormal still exists, yet they still progress in tandem 
with each other to varying degrees. Within this context, science first 
came into meaningful, albeit slight, contact with the paranormal 
aspects of mind and consciousness with the development of modern 
spiritualism, which lessened after 1900. But that contact was soon 
revived with the emergence and development of parapsychology 
and finally to paraphysics and a new scientific interest in 
consciousness and spirituality. At each stage of this evolutionary 
process, changes in the scientific attitude toward the paranormal 
have coincided with changes in the evolution of science and 
attitudes in normal science as well as changes in religious attitude. 
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Introduction 


Science is a logical human endeavor through which we seek an 
understanding of the world and environment in which we exist and 
participate, but we also have to consider the observer (consciousness) 
of the world and environment what that being observed. As such, the 
state of science at any given time is closely related to the level of 
advancement of our cultures and societies. On the other hand, religion, 
based on our natural human spirituality, is intuitive in its highest 
realization and explanation of our world, so it is often at odds with 
science which is based on logic and reason. In other words, each has its 
own worldview with its own incumbent priorities, and they are often in 
conflict. 

Science is also progressive. It constantly advances due to our 
increasing knowledge of the world and its inner workings as well as 
new discoveries. This allows and very nearly requires that science also 
progress by its constant incursion into new realms of phenomena as 
perceived by humans, including phenomena sometimes considered 
occult or supernatural, and occasionally just plain religious. This form 
of progress raises questions concerning the reality and scientific 
legitimacy of certain humanly perceived phenomena and the extent to 
which they reflect real and verifiable phenomena (measurable 
matter/energy interactions) in our commonly shared physical 
environment. 

It is sometimes difficult to distinguish which phenomena are 
merely the result of our faulty or even biased perceptions of the world 
and imaginations as opposed to which phenomena actually represent 
occurrences and events in our world. In many cases, science must shed 
light into the darkness and shadows of our misperceptions, ignorance, 
and subsequent misrepresentations of the world before it can progress. 
So science must precisely observe, identify and define the quantities 
with which it must deal in our physical environment, both beyond and 
independent of our normal five sensations and the perceptions of the 
world derived from them, before it can proceed with its quest of 
explaining the world in which we live as logically, precisely and 
accurately as possible. 

This was the case when science became a new part of human 
culture during the first scientific revolution of the seventeenth century: 
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Science successfully separated from its former religious affiliations and 
then challenged religion as the main expression of human perception of 
our world for the first time in our history. Many of the earliest successes 
of science dealt more with overcoming religious misinterpretations of 
nature, long standing superstitions, and religious scholasticism, than just 
carefully observing the world alone. This has promoted a strong bias in 
science, not always wrongly applied but still applied, even today, 
against many types of phenomena dealing with the occult and psychical 
(supernatural or preternatural) aspects of nature such that they can never 
be considered scientific. They are commonly classified by science with 
religious miracles, i.e., religious things that cannot be explained within 
the realm of science, and the practitioners of various religions seem to 
be happy with this arrangement. 

To accomplish this, the Scientific Revolution of the seventeenth 
century first institutionalized a separation between mind and matter, and 
thus a separation between life and mechanism as well as spirituality 
(religion) and the mechanistic realities studied by natural philosophy. 
This separation has been part and parcel to Newtonianism ever since the 
mechanical philosophy upon which it was based reached its fullest 
development in Isaac Newton’s Philosophiae Naturalis Principia 
Mathematica of 1687. Therefore, 1687 can be regarded as the beginning 
of a new era of thought and attitude toward the psychical aspects of 
human nature, a ‘pre-scientific era’ for legitimate psychical research 
because all aspects of mind and consciousness were deemed separate 
from the new mechanistic worldview and thereby ignored as part of the 
new science. At that time Natural Philosophy incorporated all of science 
and was strictly Newtonian and mechanical in practice. It should be 
noted, however, that this “pre-scientific era’ of psychical beliefs 
corresponds to the beginning of the scientific era for normal science. By 
its very nature, the advance of psychical science normally lags behind 
normal scientific advances. 

Within the context of a developing science of psychical 
phenomena, specific eras can be delineated, in particular an ‘early 
scientific era,’ a ‘middle scientific era,’ a ‘late scientific era’ which 
includes modern science, and of course a “post-modern scientific era’. 
Each of these eras, or periods of scientific development of the psychical 
and paranormal aspects of human nature and consciousness, is 
characterized by its own particular redefinition of the varieties of 


11 


Volume 43, Number 2 ASCSI WINTER 2020 


psychical experience within the context of the accepted scientific 
paradigms, biases and attitudes of that era. 


The Pre-Scientific Era: (1687- 1849) 


By carefully defining mass and deriving the correct laws of motion 
and gravitation, Newton distinguished between the realm of God and 
the realm of science, delegating the whole logical study of our physical 
world to science and reason. Matter and motion following Newton’s 
laws became the new mechanics of our perceived world as separated 
from God and religion. But Newtonianism did not offer the final 
answer to all of the humanly experienced and observed phenomena in 
nature. For example, heat, energy, electricity, and magnetism fell 
outside of the original Newtonian worldview, as did life and mind, 
leaving them open to both scientific and non-scientific speculations. At 
the other extreme, Newton was forced by his critics to find a place for 
God in his overall scheme of the world. In this manner, Newton set a 
new standard for the interaction of science and religion as well as 
establishing boundaries for the evaluation and investigation of natural 
phenomena that had not yet been incorporated into the Newtonian 
worldview. 

Newton separated the world into two parts: Absolute space and 
time as opposed to relative space and time, the latter being the 
mechanical realm of matter in motion for scientific investigation. 
Although he did not explicitly compare mind to the absolute, Newton 
did associate God with the absolute in his famous “General Scholium” 
in the Principia. 


He is not eternity and infinity, but eternal and infinite; he is not 
duration and space but endures and is present. He endures forever, 
and is everywhere present; and, by existing always and everywhere, 
he constitutes duration and space. Since every particle of space is 
always, and every indivisible moment of duration is everywhere, 
certainly the Maker and Lord of all things cannot be never and 
nowhere. ... In him are all things contained and moved; yet neither 
affects the other; God suffers nothing from the motion of bodies; 
bodies find no resistance from the omnipresence of god. It is 
allowed by all that the Supreme God exists necessarily; and by the 
same necessity he exists always and everywhere. (Newton, 545) 
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For Newton, only the world of relative space and time was subject to 
scientific scrutiny, definition, and measurement and theoretical inquiry. 

The absolute could only be inferred from Newtonian principles 
since certain phenomena, such as the centripetal and centrifugal 
accelerations associated with circular motion, could not be explained 
relative to any point other than the center point in three-dimensional 
Euclidean relative space. Absolute space must exist to mechanically 
validate these accelerations. The same was true for God. God is 
everywhere and always. Material motion does not affect God in any 
way, nor would God’s presence offer any resistance to material motion 
in any way. The same characteristics were used to describe absolute 
space, but God was not equivalent to absolute space and time, they 
formed his ‘Sensorium’. 

For Newton, God coexisted with the physical absolute. Neither 
God nor the absolute space and time were prone to any scientific 
measurement or logical definition but were abstractions from our 
senses. Although associated with God, absolute space was not spiritual 
in any sense and certainly not within the context of either Newton’s 
physics or the dominant mechanical philosophy or even intuited by us. 


And so, instead of absolute places and motions, we use relative 
ones; that without any inconvenience in common affairs; but in 
philosophical disquisitions, we ought to abstract from our sense, 
and consider things themselves, distinct from what are only sensible 
measures of them. For it may be that there is no body really at rest, 
to which the places and motions of others may be referred. (Newton, 
8) 


Newton thought that his logical abstractions from relative motions 
provided proof for the existence of both absolute space and God, 
because he felt that God as well as his unseen scientifically motivated 
yet non-demonstrable (absolute) world needed scientific validation. So, 
while Newton established science as the only way to personally know 
our observed and perceived world, he left room for God (supernatural) 
as well as the occult (preternatural) between the two extremes of God 
and science (natural). After all, Newton was not averse to the occult. 
He was, after all, a practicing alchemist. 

Newton’s original work dealt with matter, motion, forces, and 
momentum, yet these concepts were eventually found lacking for a 
complete description of physical reality, even as they were used more 
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broadly and successfully in the scientific description of nature in the 
following years. In the late 1700s, concepts of power and energy were 
developed and added to an extended Newtonian worldview. These new 
theoretical advances were made in conjunction with the industrial 
revolution and the technological development of the steam engine, 
which was invented to power early industries. The physical concept of 
energy was eventually applied to describe the random motions of the 
hypothetical atoms and molecules that were thought to constitute gross 
material objects. This application allowed the use of Newtonian 
mechanics to explain heat, temperature, and the different physical 
states of matter themselves, which later became thermodynamics. In 
fact, by equating heat energy to mechanical energy during the 1840s, a 
separate academic discipline of physics evolved out of natural 
philosophy, not only creating the science of thermodynamics within 
physics, but also the separate sciences of biology, geology and 
chemistry which stood alongside physics in academia. 

Other well-known forces of nature, long ago considered occult or 
magical, were also added to the Newtonian paradigm with conceptual 
development of fields. Both electricity and magnetism slowly became 
viable subjects for scientific study during and after the late 1700s. The 
first natural laws governing these forces were modeled on the 
Newtonian world structure. Electricity and magnetism were first 
explored and explained as separate forces, but the more that science 
discovered about their characteristics and interactions with matter, the 
more science came to realize they were actually interrelated, like two 
sides of the same coin. The development of the battery in 1800 as a 
simple source of electrical current gave science the opportunity to 
discover and understand the true nature of electricity and magnetism as 
different forms of the single electromagnetic field by the 1840s through 
the work of Michael Faraday and his new field concepts. 

When all of these advances are take in account, Newton’s 
accomplishment begins to appear more like an open-ended program to 
determine and define what in nature was scientifically valid rather than 
a single or even multiple related scientific theories. Any phenomenon 
that could be explained mechanically within the Newtonian worldview 
or framework was deemed scientific, all else was non-scientific. Even a 
new form of religion, called ‘theism’, evolved under the Newtonian 
banner during the early 1700s. With new advances in mathematics and 
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methods of mathematical analysis, the Newtonian laws of nature 
became ever more accurate in describing all forms of mechanical 
motion, including what seemed to be the inner workings beyond our 
the perceived world. Newtonian science proved so accurate that God 
was not needed to intervene in the normal daily running of the universe. 
It was as if the universe was a gigantic Newtonian mechanical device, 
a clock, and God had only been necessary to design and initially wind 
the clock, set our material reality in motion through time, and perhaps 
occasionally intervene through miracles to keep the mechanism 
running correctly, on time. This described the ‘clockwork’ universe as 
well as the basis for the ‘theism’ religious movement. So, there was 
still a need for God in the background of our experienced reality, but 
the concept of spirituality suffered when our physical universe was 
logically reduced to this form of a simple clock mechanism. 

Even then, unsuspected gaps and holes still remained in the 
Newtonian worldview, due in large part to the same separation of mind 
and matter that had been necessary at an earlier stage of the evolution 
of science to distinguish science from the excesses of religious 
scholasticism before 1500. The separation of mind and matter had 
been crucial to guarantee the identification and definition of quantities 
which would eventually fall under the eye of science and this left room 
for occult concepts and ideas to exist at the far edge of the scientific 
world. Even Newton was something of a mystic and conducted 
alchemical research, while society and culture in general could not 
abandon their occult trappings as easily as science could. Occult 
disciplines such as practical witchcraft remained, and perhaps even 
thrived, in those corners of society where science was slow to make 
inroads. The occult continued a tenuous coexistence alongside science 
during this period, even as science groped to bring the forces of 
electricity and magnetism into its fold. Both mind and life were outside 
of the Newtonian structure of the physical universe because life 
seemed to be something extra, greater than the sum of all the parts in 
a living body that appeared to be just another Newtonian mechanism. 
Since the true nature of electricity and magnetism had not been 
discovered until the early 1800s, these physical ‘occult’ forces were 
equated to life and mind in the speculations of scientists, non- 
scientists, and occultists during the middle to late 1700s. 
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Mesmerism was the best known of the occult practices to utilize 
electricity and magnetism, especially magnetism, as an occult force. 
Mesmerism first took root in Paris prior to the French Revolution of 
1789. Anton Mesmer tried to unify the early science of magnetism with 
life by developing a concept of ‘animal magnetism’ as the ‘life force’. 
Mesmer made use of a common scientific method of explaining 
phenomena outside the realm of Newtonian mechanism in terms of a 
non-mechanical, unspecified, and massless fluid or aether. He then 
considered the possibility that an imbalance of his hypothetical 
magnetic fluid in the human body caused illnesses. 

Since his fluid was magnetic in nature, Mesmer thought that 
manipulations of the magnetic fluid in a sickened body by massage or 
by waving magnets over the body could heal a person’s illnesses and 
diseases. 


... and he especially extolled its application to medicine. Sickness, 
he maintained, resulted from an “obstacle” to the flow of the fluid 
through the body, which was analogous to a magnet. Individuals 
could control and reinforce the fluid’s action by “mesmerizing” or 
massaging the body’s “poles” and thereby overcoming the obstacle, 
inducing a “crisis,” often in the form of convulsions, and restoring 


health or the “harmony” of man with nature. (Darnton, 3-4) 


Other psychic phenomena, such as telepathy, were also observed within 
the practice of Mesmerism. 

Mesmerism eventually dissociated itself from the use of magnets 
and developed into a purely mental discipline before merging with 
phrenology and modern spiritualism. It could do no less than 
completely abandon its magnetic origins, since the science of 
electricity and magnetism was itself evolving, leaving less and less 
room for misconceptions and inaccuracies such as Mesmer’s ‘animal 
magnetism.’ With a better scientific understanding of magnetism 
emerging in the early 1800s, there were fewer unknowns for the 
Mesmerists to utilize for their own non-mechanistic, non-Newtonian 
and growing non-scientific ends. Mesmerism was finally forced to shed 
its physical baggage by the advances of pure science and evolve into a 
new mental discipline, thus emphasizing other facets of its doctrine 
such as telepathy, hypnosis and strictly psychic phenomena. 
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Mary Shelley’s Romantic novel Frankenstein, published in 1818, 
offers an example of the early association between electricity and life. 
The Frankenstein monster was a mishmash of inanimate body parts 
stolen from different cadavers, made whole by Dr. Frankenstein, but 
still without life. The whole but lifeless body represented the 
Newtonian view of a living body, a mechanism that is the sum of its 
parts. But there was thought to be more to life than could be explained 
by the Newtonian view and the monster remained inanimate until the 
spark of life was given to it by nature, through lightning and electrical 
stimulation. The equating of life itself with something beyond 
Newtonian mechanisms, something extra-mechanical like electricity, 
was in itself important, and even though Frankenstein is an early work 
of science fiction, the ideas that it expressed were still common in 
science during that time period. 

Equating life to electricity only emphasized what little Newtonian 
science knew about both life and electricity. Life and electricity were 
strongly associated during the 1700s under the names of ‘animal 
electricity,’ ‘neuro-electric fluid’ and ‘bioelectrogenesis.’ In the early 
1780s, while conducting a series of experiments on bioelectrogenesis, 
Luigi Galvani discovered that an electric spark generated by the touch 
of his scalpel could activate the leg of a dead frog. This discovery 
eventually led Alessandro Volta, his assistant, to develop the battery as 
the first practical source of continuous electrical current. A similar 
genesis preceded a true science of mind. Phrenology first evolved in 
the scientific vacuum of a science of mind, to fill a void in science 
regarding the very existence of the human mind. Science simply did 
not know how to approach the problem of the human mind which was 
earlier relegated to the supernatural in the Cartesian mind/matter split. 

The practice of phrenology was developed by Franz Joseph Gall 
during the 1790s; however, it did not become popular until the 1820s 
and experienced its greatest popularity in the 1840s. It then seemed to 
wither away in Britain during the 1850s. Phrenology was based upon 
several simple principles that seemed quite logical and scientific at the 
time: The brain is the seat of the mind; The mind has specific areas 
corresponding to specific functions, so corresponding ‘organs’ must 
exist in the brain; The size of these organs is a measure of the power of 
that particular function; The state of development of the organs 
determined the shape of the brain; And, the skull takes the shape of the 
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brain, so determinations of the shape of the skull are an accurate index 
of the psychological aptitudes of any individual’s mind. 

Phrenologists practiced manipulations of the skull since they 
believed that manipulation or stimulation of various areas of the skull 
could cause the development of “particular cerebral organs responsible 
for different intellectual aptitudes and character traits.” (Wyhe, 1) 
While this practice faded from popularity after a few decades, 
phrenology later sparked some real scientific advances. Today, it is a 
commonly known fact in science that portions of the brain correspond 
to specific cerebral functions, a fact that was at least implied it not 
stated directly in phrenology. 

The historical timing of the demise of both mesmerism and 
phrenology coincides quite well with the overall progress of physics and 
the various successes of the Newtonian system of science. So, it is safe 
to conclude that the beginning of a separation between superstition and 
scientific fact, due to the advent of the Newtonian worldview, occurred 
during the ‘pre-scientific era.’ During this time interval, the general 
consensus about things paranormal and the psychical aspects of human 
nature, which could be more properly and scientifically addressed 
when science finally reached a higher level of sophistication and 
understanding, were beginning to develop. 


The Early Scientific Era: (1850-1930) 


About 1850, the first rumblings of modern spiritualism were felt 
throughout the world. Eventually, this popular cultural movement 
became associated with scientific, semi-scientific and pseudo-scientific 
explanations of the psychical aspects of human nature. The movement 
was also religious, although it had nothing to do with establishment 
religions and their institutions. In this sense, spiritualism had some 
relationship to more modern ideas of spirituality. At least it dealt with 
the spirit of the common person, independent of any given religion or 
religious bias. 

Many scholars believe that the modern spiritualism movement 
began in 1848, when mysterious rappings were heard in the Fox family 
cabin in Hydesville, New York. From these humble beginnings, the 
phenomena, attributed to the spirit of a murdered salesman, were 
popularized and their scope expanded during their spread from 
America to England and Europe. On the other hand, A.A. Walsh 
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claimed that modern spiritualism originated in the lectures of J.S. 
Grimes on physiology of the nervous system and phrenology in 
Poughkeepsie, New York, in 1843. (Walsh, 168) Yet both of these 
views ignore earlier movements in spiritualism and philosophy that 
were common to the European cultural and intellectual heritage prior 
to the 1840’s. 

In his 1902 classic on the subject, Modern Spiritualism, Frank 
Podmore offered a more complex view of the evolution of modern 
spiritualism. He claimed that modern spiritualism was the outcome of 
two preexistent strains of belief which came together for the first time 
in America: The cult followings of Mesmer with his concept of ‘animal 
magnetism’ and “witchcraft and its associated phenomena.” (Podmore, 
II, 347) “It was in America, however, where, as in England, the cult of 
Animal Magnetism had won but tardy recognition, that the spiritualistic 
interpretation found its most congenial soil, and attained its fullest 
development.” (Podmore, II, 350) Podmore’s view takes the social, 
religious, and other aspects of spiritualism more fully into account than 
those accounts that seek to find the origins of modern spiritualism in a 
single event that occurred in a cabin in New York. 

The new gospel appealed to the sympathies of men in diverse 
ways. To the idly curious, the mere brute appetite for the marvelous, it 
offered signs and wonders; to those whose curiosity was of a more 
instructed kind it held out hopes of new developments in science, a 
science which, starting from the physical, should mount up towards 
the spiritual; those who looked only for an earthly Utopia were dazzled 
with the promise of the speedy fulfillment of their dream; it offered 
consolation to the mourner; and to all some hope of light on the 
mystery of the universe. The movement was thus inspired, in its 
beginnings, with a genuine enthusiasm which may not unfitly, 
perhaps, be called religious. (Podmore, II, 351-2) 

More importantly, Podmore correctly noted that the movement 
was lacking any relationship to a Supreme Being that was the hallmark 
of most other religions. (Podmore, II, 352) Modern spiritualism also 
owed some small debt to the Swedenborgians who based their beliefs 
on the spiritual writings of Emanuel Swedenborg. However, 
Swedenborg’s spirituality dealt directly with his own radical 
interpretation of Christianity. In this manner, it differed from modern 
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spiritualism which was not dependent on any single religious creed or 
upon the belief in Supreme Being. 

Modern spiritualism existed at the periphery, the outermost edge, 
of science, but that would make it no less a part of science during the 
late 19th century than electromagnetic theory or thermodynamics, both 
of which evolved during the same time frame. In the eyes of the 
spiritualists “spiritualism simply extended the range of the natural 
sciences into areas labeled supernatural, thereby ‘converting 
supernatural into the natural”. (Barrow, 54) As the scientific 
movement encroached further upon the supernatural, older forms of 
spiritualism evolved and subsequently developed specific 
characteristics which distinguished modern spiritualism from its 
immediate predecessors in several ways: (1) It was more permanent 
than other movements (Podmore, I, 283); (2) Modern spiritualism dealt 
with the spirits of human deceased, whereas the “spiritual beings, ..., 
which by popular belief of the 17th and 18th centuries intervened in 
mortal affairs, were not human spirits (Podmore, I, 14; Also mentioned 
in Barrow, 5); (3) Modern spiritualism had a “propensity to generate 
sweeping statements about the nature of reality” (Barrow, 55); (4) The 
spiritual world was no longer separate from the living material world, 
but together they formed a single continuous world; And, (5) Modern 
Spiritualism was viewed by its adherents as a scientific movement, 
based on established science, i.e., the Newtonian worldview. 

The form of modern spiritualism that evolved in the latter half of 
the nineteenth-century was even more unique for its relationship to 
science, even though it may have been, at times, a laymen’s perception 
of science rather than a true scientific version of science. In this way it 
was qualitatively different from the numerous types and forms of occult 
spiritualism that had previously haunted humankind and been at odds 
with science. Although some aspects of modern spiritualism were 
religious in the perspective of the common practitioners of the 
movement, while some adherents of the spiritualist doctrine saw the 
movement as socio-political and a substitute for traditional religions, 
the modern spiritualism movement was also accepted as legitimate 
science by a few well-known and respected scientists. Many non- 
scientists also tried to find a scientific basis for modern spiritualism, 
thinking that they were doing so in the name of legitimate science. 
Scientists in England and Germany showed the greatest interest in 
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modern spiritualism, while it remained a more common practice in 
America. (Wundt, 577-8) 

The very fact that noted scientists developed an interest in modern 
spiritualism is a matter of historical importance and poses a dilemma 
for science, but the answer to this dilemma is not hard to find. 
Newtonian science had become so successful, had encroached so 
deeply into the realms of physical reality formerly claimed by religion 
and believers in the occult, that it finally became scientifically viable 
to face the scientific challenge posed by the existence of mind as well 
as the role of the human mind in our common physical reality. The first 
attempts of Newtonian science expand its base, and deal with mind and 
its relationship to physical reality brought science into direct contact 
with the occult and true psychical experiences, at least until science 
could recast mind and psychical experiences in its own terms. 

The evolution of modern spiritualism, especially in its scientific 
aspects, was not due to any failure of science to cope with the occult 
and religion, but it was instead due to the success of science in its 
expansion into previously questionable territories of human perception 
and thought. The historical fact that science first attacked the problem 
of mind indirectly, through spirit, rather than directly through a science 
of mind, is also easy to explain. The modern spiritualism movement 
coincided with the first attempts of science to redefine itself relative to 
the human mind, which was forced upon it by the theory of evolution 
as well as the recent successes of Newtonianism. This means that the 
early scientific interest in modern spiritualism and the phenomena that 
they spiritualists displayed was not an aberration as is generally thought 
today, but rather an important and relevant story within the overall 
history of science marking the first excursion of science into the realm 
of human consciousness and its many aspects 

By the 1840s, when physics finally emerged from natural 
philosophy, the physical sciences of geology and chemistry had also 
developed to the point where they were ready to emerge as separate 
independent areas of study within science. They emerged as new 
scientific disciplines founded upon their own fundamental theories, 
with their own specialized methods, practices, set of questions and 
standards, as well as relevance under the same Newtonian umbrella. 
Geology, in particular, had been influenced by Newtonianism. 
Geologists had determined that our earth had evolved over millions 
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of years through a mechanism called ‘uniformitarianism’ as opposed 
to the Christian ‘theory’ that God created our earth several thousand 
years ago in the exact form and shape that we now find it. According 
to ‘uniformitarianism,’ the geological features of the earth were 
changed over thousands of millennia by slow mechanical processes 
such as erosion and uplift, yielding the present-day geological 
structure and form of the earth. 

In his 1859 book The Origin of Species, Charles Darwin, both a 
geologist and adherent of the theory of uniformitarianism, applied this 
notion to the evolution of human beings through a process called 
‘natural selection.’ Darwin’s theory was directly opposed to the notion 
of ‘teleological design’ as implied in religion and predicted that the 
earth was at least a few hundred million years old. But Darwin’s form 
of human evolution could not account for the evolution of the human 
mind, let alone consciousness, and by extrapolation it could not account 
for the mind (consciousness or spirit) after the death of the human body, 
which is where modern spiritualism supposedly entered science. 

If the human body was truly a Newtonian mechanism that had 
evolved through ‘natural selection,’ and life (beyond the mechanism) 
and mind were something extra (spirit) for which Newtonianism and 
Darwinism could not account, then it was possible that the human spirit 
could survive death, which seemed no more than the cessation of 
mechanical activity. Neither Newtonian theory nor Darwinian 
evolution, nor any other form of accepted science, addressed this issue, 
so the question of survival of the mind and/or spirit remained open for 
the spiritualists to fill in the blanks as they saw fit. Newtonianism had 
found a place for God and religion by associating God with the 
absolute, but Darwinism challenged the last and only place that Newton 
had found for religion to coexist with science, one of religion’s last 
philosophical strongholds, by demonstrating that humans had evolved, 
not been created. 

So, a whole new variety of psychical experiences and phenomena, 
based on the possibility of survival of the spirit, came to characterize the 
modern spiritualism movement. Mediumship became a growth industry 
in America and Europe. What had begun as the rappings of a dead 
salesman in a small house in New York evolved into full-blown séances 
with grand apports of flowers and falling rain inside the Victorian living 
rooms and studies of well-known and respected scientists. Spirits made 
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visible during séances oozed ectoplasm and other otherworldly forms of 
matter. In one famous incident, a well-known and well-studied medium 
by the name of D.D. Home floated out of the window in the home of an 
investigator and into the window of another room under the watchful 
eyes of a group of distinguished scientists. Acts of levitation were also 
reported in other cases. All of these phenomena were decidedly 
physical in character and quite flagrant and spectacular in practice, 
flying in the face of Newtonian science. 

Few concrete scientific theories emerged to explain these new 
varieties of psychical phenomena, which seemed fairly impervious to 
explanation within the Newtonian paradigm. Even today it is still 
believed by those scientists that pay attention and study paranormal 
phenomena, that Newtonian science is completely ‘a priori’ incapable 
of explaining the paranormal. Yet some hypotheses were developed to 
explain the reported spiritual phenomena. J.K.F. Zöllner, a German 
astrophysicist, thought that spirits existed in a fourth dimension of 
space, beyond our normal three-dimensional space of experience. Non- 
Euclidean geometries of hyperdimensional spaces had become popular 
on their own merit in mathematics and science during the 1870s and 
seemed to offer a place where the afterlife could hold its own beyond 
our normal three-dimensional material and mechanical space. Zöllner 
even hoped to demonstrate both the existence of spirits and a physical 
fourth dimension of space, the hyperspace, in a long series of 
experiments with the American medium Henry Slade. 

Slade performed tricks that defied normal logic and three- 
dimensional Newtonian physics. They could lonely be explained 
scientifically and logically by assuming that spirits occupied a higher 
fourth dimension of space. He could make chalk writing appear on slate 
boards closed and locked against any three-dimensional intrusion, but 
still open to hypothetical beings in the fourth dimension. He could also 
make wooden rings wrap around table legs without moving them over 
the ends of the legs, while the tables rested on the floor, as well as untie 
complicated knots sealed inside boxes without any possibility of even 
touching the knots. All of these tricks were attributed to four- 
dimensional spirits according to the known scientific and mathematical 
characteristics of non-Euclidean geometries and hyperspatial systems 
that had been investigated over the previous two or three decades. 
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However, Slade was caught cheating on one occasion by 
investigating scientists and exposed as a charlatan, very nearly ruining 
Zollner’s scientific reputation and career. Many of the mediums of this 
era were found to be cheating at one time or another, so both the 
scientific and non-scientific critics of the practice of mediumship 
assumed that all mediums were fakes and charlatans, all of the time. At 
the end of the nineteenth century, no concrete evidence or tangible 
proof that spirits or the soul survived the death of the human body and 
could communicate with the living was ever discovered. However, 
some cases of telepathy and other psychical phenomena were still 
considered valid by some scientists. These discoveries, or rather lack 
of any real supportive discoveries and evidence, helped to set the stage 
for the next era of scientific study and development of the paranormal 
aspects of human consciousness. 

Even so, there was enough minimal support in the scientific 
community to warrant the development of professional organizations 
for the ‘systematic investigation of this subject by science.’ Scientific 
societies were formed to investigate these new phenomena while 
individual scientists weighed in with their opinions, pro and con, on the 
validity of the new varieties of psychical phenomena. The Society for 
Psychical Research (SPR) was the foremost of these organizations and 
the first to be formed. This organization was formed in 1882 by a group 
of British scientists including William F. Barrett, P WH Myers, Henry 
Sidgwick, Lord Rayleigh, William Crookes, Sir Oliver Lodge and 
Alfred R. Wallace. The inclusion of Wallace in this group is especially 
significant since Wallace is considered a co-founder, with Charles 
Darwin, of the theory of evolution. 

Yet, in spite of the scientific stature and reputations of these men, 
the scientific establishment, in general, would not give the scientific 
investigation of the spiritualistic phenomena a fair hearing. Scholarly 
research and scientifically legitimate papers on psychical matters were 
shunned by the larger part of the scientific and academic communities. 
This fact and the refusal of the general scientific community to give 
these scientists a fair public hearing through conferences or 
publications was the primary reason why the SPR was formed. 
According to Wallace, 
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So strong was the feeling against the paper (“On some Phenomena 
associated with Abnormal Conditions of the Mind” (by W.F. 
Barrett) in official scientific circles at the time that even an abstract 
was refused publication in the Report of the British Association, and 
it was not until the Society for Psychical Research was founded that 
the paper was published, in the first volume of its Proceedings. It 
was the need of a scientific society to collect, sift and discuss and 
publish the evidence on behalf of such supernormal phenomena as 
Prof. Barrett described at the British Association that induced him 
to call a conference in London at the close of 1881, which led to the 
foundation of the Society for Psychical Research early in 1882. 
(Quoted in Marchand, 425) 


It would seem from this statement that those scientists who appeared to 
control segments of the scientific establishment would a priori dismiss 
spiritualistic phenomena, which would seem an unscientific position to 
take, but such a position regarding parapsychology is still taken by 
many scientists today. This does not imply that those scientists did not 
believe in the spiritual world. They could deny that reported psychical 
phenomena had any scientific merit, while still keeping intact their 
personal beliefs of a separate spiritual (in a religious sense) but 
supernatural world beyond science, i.e., by adhering to the old 
Cartesian boundaries between mind and matter. 

Other scientists, influenced by the same questions and cultural 
factors that gave rise to modern spiritualism and the SPR, approached 
the question of survival from a purely scientific and decidedly non- 
spiritualistic direction. In 1875, P.G. Tait and Balfour Stewart 
published The Unseen Universe: or Physical Speculations on a 
Future State. This particular work held a peculiar position with 
respect to the spiritualist movement. It was not a work on spiritualism, 
as was stated directly in its introduction, and had nothing to do with 
spiritualism, yet it so closely paralleled the attitudes of spiritualists 
that it could not be ignored by them. Yet the book was also popular 
with many scientists who were openly anti-spiritualistic. It must be 
remembered that the movement of modern spiritualism dealt to some 
degree with attempts to put older forms of spiritualism on a scientific 
basis, but Tait and Stuart were trying to open scientists’ minds to a 
perfectly scientific and thermodynamical explanation of survival. 
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Any work which was spiritualistic or shared common 
fundamental characteristics with spiritualism, while being authored 
by so widely known a scientist as Tait, deserved special attention. 
However, Tait and Stewart left it to no one’s imagination that they 
were not spiritualists even if they did qualify their opposition to 
spiritualism. In this book, they argued for the survival of the human 
spirit after death of the human body upon strictly thermodynamical 
principles. They were clearly influenced the same desire to find a 
place for mind and consciousness in science. Mind and/or 
consciousness could not survive death of the mechanical body as 
spirit unless it was itself a real physical quantity before death. 

Meanwhile, on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean, an American 
Society for Psychical Research (ASPR) was founded in 1884 by 
William James and other American scientists. James was not only 
interested in the human mind and consciousness, but also telepathy and 
other psychic phenomena. His wide range of interests dealing with the 
human mind exemplified the suspected connections between these 
aspects of the human mind and consciousness. In an attempt to explain 
telepathy, James developed the concept of ‘subliminal perception.’ 
Ironically, “subliminal perception’ has become a common element in 
modern psychology, and now has nothing to do with modern 
parapsychology in spite of its psychical roots. This was due, in large 
part, to the fact that soon after psychology split from philosophy, as a 
new independent science of mind, psychology was taken over by 
‘behaviorism’. It developed upon a completely different theoretical 
basis of behavior/sensations independent of any general concepts of 
mind or consciousness. Psychology literally lost its mind in 1913 when 
this occurred and science in general lost consciousness as a viable 
subject for serious study due to the positivistic backlash to the advances 
made during the Second Scientific Revolution after 1900. 

The development of psychology as an independent science during 
this same era is not a coincidence, but further emphasizes the fact that 
science in general, and Newtonian science in particular, had evolved 
to the point where they could finally seriously address the concepts of 
mind and consciousness. But Newtonian science had also evolved to 
the point where it could begin to question the methodology of science 
itself, a subject, which paradoxically, is related to the development of 
the science of psychology. In science, and especially in physics, the 
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human perception of nature and our physical environment had always 
been taken for granted as representing true physical reality, but that 
assumption also became suspect in the last decades of the nineteenth- 
century with the rise of positivism. 

In his book the Science of Mechanics, Ernst Mach made the first 
successful philosophical argument refuting the Newtonian concept of 
absolute space. He also criticized, quite severely, the use of non- 
Euclidean geometries and extra-dimensional spaces as a haven and 
home for spirits. (Mach, 1883, 589-590) Without naming Zöllner, 
Mach was certainly attacking Zéllner’s work with mediums. The 
concept of non-Euclidean geometries was admittedly valid in 
mathematical speculations, but that did not mean that our common 
space of experience was anything other than three-dimensional 
Euclidean, as commonly perceived. Yet some scientists were 
conducting astronomical observations with the hope of determining if 
our experiential space, as defined in physics, was non-Euclidean or 
Euclidean, so not all scientists agreed with Mach and Newton on the 
strictly a priori three-dimensional Euclidean nature of space. 

Some scientists also conducted theoretical research into the 
existence of a luminiferous aether that acted as the conveyer of 
electromagnetic fields and other scientists postulated that vortices in 
this aether were, in fact, the very atoms that make up matter. Mach 
argued that it was ridiculous to adopt such hypothetical concepts as 
physical realities since we could not directly know and experience 
physical reality, we could only know our sensations of physical reality 
(Mach, 1897, 41) which led to our perceptions of that reality. Mach 
attempted to redefine the physical world we experience in terms of the 
sensations which our minds receive from the external physical reality 
outside of our minds and this fostered the birth of behaviorism when 
applied to psychology. 

Reality beyond our sensations was not legitimately questionable 
by science according to Mach, therefore speculations on concepts such 
as an ‘Unseen Universe’ and spiritualism were superfluous to science. 
Mach’s philosophy offered an alternative solution to the dichotomy of 
mind and matter by circumventing the reality of the physical world thus 
destroying any possibility of an ‘Unseen Universe,’ yet his philosophy 
was a product of the same influences which were driving the 
spiritualists in their search for the ‘Unseen Universe.’ That was the 
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paradox and mental chaos that was physics during the late nineteenth 
century, just before the new revolution in science. Mach was reacting 
to the temper of the time no less than were the spiritualists, Tait and 
Stewart, Zöllner, James and the members of the SPR, but he chose to 
interpret the synthesis of mind and matter in a different manner than 
the spiritualists and many other scientists. 

Two of Mach’s contemporaries, J.B. Stallo and Karl Pearson, shared 
strikingly similar views of science with Mach. If we were to ask Mach, 
Stallo and Pearson what constituted science, they would all agree that 
science deals with the sensations or sense impressions that humanity as 
a whole derives from the physical world in which it exists. The 
sensations are grouped, categorized, abstracted, and conceptualized in 
the simplest or most economical terms to give us Natural Laws. But these 
Natural Laws are products of our minds and cannot be imposed on the 
physical world since we are limited by our sensing faculties in our 
knowledge of the physical world. In this way, these three men, and 
especially Mach, differed from Tait and Stewart who sought to set up 
Natural Laws as independent of man’s mind in a universe which had 
both sensible (material and physical) and unsensible (spiritual) 
components. 

Obviously, not everyone thought of mind and/or consciousness as 
some ‘thing’ separate from physical reality or just an interpreter of 
physical reality, as did Mach. But all scientists were beginning to 
recognize the importance and necessity of understanding the 
interactions of mind and consciousness with the external physical 
world. The birth of psychology before positivism ruined it, is an 
example and even proof of this fact. Mind, and thus consciousness, was 
now recognized as a player in the game of reality which was described 
by science, rather than a separate observer or spectator of the game. 
Science needed to find the place of mind within its ranks instead of 
science ignoring mind and consciousness as prescribed by the old 
Cartesian/Newtonian dictum of separating mind and matter. These 
various opinions offer further evidence that Newtonian science had at 
last progressed far enough, been successful enough, to tackle the 
subject of the human mind and possibly also consciousness, and Have 
a proper science of mind and consciousness, but not positivistic 
psychology as it turned out. But the direction that psychology, the new 
science of the mind, took was different from what would have been 
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expected two decades earlier. In the meantime, another scientific 
revolution was under way in physics and the varieties of psychical 
research were about to change once again. 

In far more concrete rather than philosophical ways, the successes 
of the Newtonian worldview opened the floodgates for the downfall of 
the Newtonian worldview. The Newtonian worldview was notoriously 
deterministic in its mechanisms. Given the position and velocity of all 
material particles in a system, or even the universe as a whole, the 
complete future of that system, or the universe, could be predicted or 
determined. But the new electromagnetic theory, originally based upon 
Newtonian principles, gave different predictions than Newtonian 
mechanics for phenomena involving the interaction of light waves and 
material bodies. This discontinuity in the theoretical basis of physical 
reality posed a serious problem for science and the solution to this 
looming crisis came in the form of a Second Scientific Revolution 
which changed our fundamental worldview from the determinism of 
Newtonian mechanics to the indeterminism of quantum mechanics, or 
so we have been told so often that we have been brainwashed into 
accepting that mistaken fact. 

Both relativity theory and quantum theory were originally 
developed to account for discrepancies between electromagnetism and 
Newtonian mechanics. Yet each took a new life and evolved in 
unexpected and opposite directions that put them at odds with the 
Newtonian worldview. Relativity theory (special relativity in 1905 and 
general relativity in 1916) rendered absolute space and time irrelevant 
in science and explained the existence of matter in our world as based 
on a higher and more comprehensive geometry. Relativity changed the 
basic framework of physical reality from a three-dimensional space and 
with a separate time to a four-dimensional space-time continuum, at 
least, but with a fourth dimension of space implied but not necessary to 
explain all known (at that time) gravitational phenomena in a 
completely deterministic way. On the other hand, quantum theory 
introduced the concept of indeterminism based on statistical analysis 
into science utilizing a point-event structure, completely outside of 
geometry, to explain our perceived physical reality. 

Fifty years earlier, statistics was introduced into physics and 
adopted as an alternative method of prediction to determine the 
macroscopic effects (heat and temperature) of large numbers of 
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randomly moving microscopic atoms and molecules in a gas. Statistics 
was only used because we could not measure or otherwise know the 
individual motions of all of the atoms/molecules at the same time in a 
material body, so science worked with their statistical averages. This 
development was well within the Newtonian worldview. However, 
quantum theory changed this and institutionalized randomness and 
indeterminism into the very fabric of physical reality, at the sub-atomic 
level. 

The problem with quantum theory was not the practical and 
technological inability to measure the positions and velocities of sub- 
atomic particles, but instead it was deemed impossible to do so under 
any circumstances, or rather impossible to even know by any possible 
means, according to the very indeterministic nature of physical reality. 
It took nearly three decades, from 1900 to 1927, for science to come to 
the complete realization of this subtle and fundamental change in our 
concept of physical reality according to the basic tenets of the quantum 
theory. In the meantime, a social upheaval of worldwide proportions, 
in the form of World War I, also occurred, changing the cultural 
underpinnings of society that science served. What was important to 
society and culture changed and the questions asked by science took on 
new forms. 

During this period, from 1900 to about 1930, modern spiritualism 
declined as a popular social movement. It seems as if the magnificence, 
in the form of the grand physical effects of mediumship, went out of 
the practice. In actuality, the study of psychical aspects of the human 
mind was also slowly reacting to the changing socio-political and 
scientific changes. As Podmore noted in 1902, the emphasis of 
psychical research changed to the mental aspects of telepathy, 
clairvoyance, and precognition. No real convincing evidence, other 
than anecdotal evidence which is always suspect in science unless 
corroborated by physical evidence, for survival and communication 
with the spirits of the dead never materialized. 

William James’ concept of psychology, a true science of the mind 
and consciousness, based on the existence of the mind itself in the form 
of a study of human consciousness, also evaporated. The new science 
of psychology was based instead upon behaviorism after 1913, when 
psychology literally lost its mind and western science lost 
consciousness. It is very likely that Mach’s view that natural laws were 
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built on sensations and perceptions of the world, rather than directly on 
the mind and/or consciousness which was perceiving or reacting to the 
sensations, swayed the early development of psychology toward 
behaviorism rather than consciousness. Mach’s ideas were adopted by 
the positivist school of philosophy, which was immensely powerful and 
influential in science during the early and middle portions of twentieth 
century. 

And, more to the point, statistics became an important tool in 
modeling behavior, just as physical reality was found to be probabilistic 
at the level of the quantum. By 1927, the original phase of development 
of quantum theory was completed. Quantum theory and its 
philosophical basis of indeterminism had come to dominate physics at 
the expense of both Newtonian physics and the relativity theory, both 
of which are deterministic. So, by default, the quantum worldview of 
indeterminism and an essentially unknowable ultimate physical reality 
became the dominant worldview for science as a whole. 


[To be continued in Summer 2020, Volume 44, Issue 1] 
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Academy members and professionals in the 
fields of spirituality and consciousness studies 
are invited to contribute articles and book 
reviews for both the Journal and The 
Searchlight. Please contact the Editor for more 
information. 


Contribute to the Journal 


Thank you to all who contributed to this issue of the Journal. The 
Journal is published twice a year, in Summer and Winter. The 
deadline for the Winter 2019 issue is November 1, but priority 
is given to the earliest submissions and to those submitted by 
members of the Academy. Members are encouraged to 
contribute to the Journal. The six general subject areas are: 

* philosophical discussion 

* case study/research 

* historical account 

* theoretical research 

* commentary (discussion of a prior article, current event or 

important and relevant issue) 

* book review 

* letters to the editor 
Guidelines for submission can be found in the back of this issue. 
Potential contributors may want to first query the editor at 
jebcolst@aol.com before submitting their work. Book reviews 
should also be sent to Jim Beichler at jebcolst@aol.com. 


We are often contacted by members and professionals in the field 
of spirituality and consciousness studies who wish to obtain past 
printed issues of our Journal and/or the Searchlight that we no 
longer have in stock. If you are considering getting rid of your 
collection of these old publications, please consider donating 
them back to the Academy for use by others. Contact Jim 
Beichler if you wish to donate Academy publications or 
publications of any kind or even another society to the Academy. 
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Philosophical Discussion 


“I PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE 
FLAG”: WHY IT IS RIGHT TO BE LOYAL 
TO AMERICA 


John White 


There is nothing more common than to confound the terms of American 
Revolution with those of the late American war. The American war is over, 
but this is far from the case with the American Revolution. On the contrary, 

nothing but the first act of the great drama is closed. 


— Benjamin Rush, Signer of the Declaration of Independence, 1787 


What do we mean by the Revolution? The War? That was no part of the 
Revolution. It was only an effect and consequence of it. The Revolution was 
in the minds of the people, and this was affected, from 1760 to 1775, in the 

course of fifteen years before a drop of blood was drawn at Lexington. 


— John Adams in a letter to Thomas Jefferson, 1815 
Introduction 


The War for Independence which founded our nation is over, but 
the American Revolution goes on because it is a spiritual revolution of 
global dimensions. Our revolution is unique in history: the 
proclamation of liberty for all, individual sovereignty, self- 
determination, inalienable rights, equality of opportunity, justice under 
the rule of law, and human dignity for all, derived from God and 
guaranteed through constitutional republican government of the 
people, by the people and for the people—all for the purpose of 
enabling us to find individual and collective happiness. 
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Implementing that revolution is called the American Spirit. 


The call of that revolution speaks powerfully and positively to the 
full range of our human nature. It draws from us that which is latent, 
waiting to be unfolded. It urges us to strive for something better for 
ourselves, our families, our communities, our nation, our world. It 
expresses itself physically, mentally, politically, socially, and 
spiritually—in all aspects of our lives. It taps our capacity for growth 
in a way which contributes to the good of everyone. It brings us to the 
realization of our own highest potential as individuals and as a society, 
and it urges us toward actualization of that potential. In short, it 
promises a better world of peace, prosperity, and fulfillment for all. 

Thus, in the course of two centuries-plus, the American Spirit has 
blossomed across our land. Today, the United States of America has 
ascended to preeminence among the nations of the world. 
Economically, technologically, commercially, politically, militarily, 
culturally and in so many other ways, the American Spirit has produced 
enormous changes for the better in civilization around the globe. No 
nation in history has done so much for the common person as America. 
No nation in history has been such a force for good. 

There were missteps in the revolution, of course. We are not yet 
perfect. There were major failures to live up to our ideals, our 
principles, our values. There were bad choices in governmental and 
social policy and practice. There were shameful wrongs, such as 
slavery and segregation, the suppression of women, child labor abuses, 
and the mistreatment of Native Americans and other minorities. Those 
wrongs stained our national honor. They were not unique to America, 
but they were wrong nevertheless and cannot be overlooked. There is 
an undeniable dark side to America. 

However, the American Spirit strives toward wholeness and health 
in the body politic, toward “a more perfect union,” as the Preamble to 
the Constitution puts it, with liberty and justice for all, as the Pledge of 
Allegiance puts it. Thus, the American Revolution is self-correcting of 
missteps, failures, bad choices, and wrongs by Americans who had 
not—and perhaps have not yet—fully awakened to the nature of our 
revolution. 
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For example, slavery is a millennia-old worldwide institution, but 
America eliminated it through a great civil war. Since 1865, the sheer 
evil and unacceptability of that institution has been imprinted upon the 
conscience of humanity. Racial prejudice and discrimination still exist 
here to some extent, but in America today, people of color have full 
equality under the rule of law. While we have not yet achieved full 
integration as a society—because that is a matter of mental attitude and 
cannot be legislated—we certainly have complete desegregation 
throughout the nation and equal opportunity for all. 

For another example, the entitlement to vote was originally limited 
to white male property owners who were 21 or older. Over time, 
however, America has extended the vote to non-landowners, to people 
of color, to women and to citizens as young as 18. 

The employment abuses of children outside a family concern have 
been eliminated. Young people are now protected by law against the 
exploitation which forced them to work long hours under poor 
workplace conditions for extremely low wages, without benefits. 

As for Native Americans, they, too, now have equal rights under 
the law. They may live anywhere in mainstream American society or 
reside on reservations where tribal law and culture reign. Although 
poverty and poor health are problems sadly afflicting some Native 
Americans, that condition is not exclusively theirs, nor is it due to 
governmental action. Moreover, the prosperity brought to some tribes 
by their entrepreneurial ventures into tourism, gaming casinos and 
other businesses has generated the means to proudly showcase their 
ancient ways of life for non-Native understanding. 

Why has all this “course-correction” to the course of human events 
occurred? The answer is simple. We are a nation based on the highest 
and most universal value: freedom. America is therefore known as the 
Fortress of Freedom. Our government’s primary purpose is to assure 
our freedom as individuals and to protect us from those who would 
abuse it or abolish it. All other government functions are secondary to 
that. That is why the allegorical female figure atop our nation’s Capital 
is named “Freedom” and is a symbol of hope to people everywhere. 
That is also why our national bird is the eagle. It appears on the Great 
Seal of the United States and on our coins because the eagle is the most 
able to soar heavenward, its flight symbolic of the freedom we enjoy 
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and the object of freedom. And that is why our nation’s highest civilian 
award, like the Medal of Honor for our armed forces, is the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom. 

Freedom is central and fundamental to the American way of life. 
It is our essence, our raison d’etre. As President Ronald Reagan put it, 
“Freedom is the deepest and noblest aspiration of the human spirit.” 
Freedom serves the interests of everyone; it transforms lives and 
revitalizes societies. Freedom releases creative energy: it is the engine 
of all progress—technological, intellectual, cultural, and spiritual. 
Freedom moves the hearts and minds of the American people. It is the 
key to unlocking our human potential, individually and collectively. 
And the human potential can change the human condition. 

The Liberty Bell is inscribed with the words of Leviticus 25:10: 
“Proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants 
thereof.” The American Spirit proclaims liberty and its blessings 
throughout all the world unto all its inhabitants. Millions upon millions 
outside our country have heard that proclamation and come to our 
shores to embrace it in “the land of the free.” The political experiment 
called America, begun in 1776 when we declared our independence 
from British rule, is Earth's greatest opportunity for every human being 
to use his or her talents, effort and resources to pursue happiness, to 
build a satisfying life in a context of freedom—tresponsible freedom 
which encourages creative individuality, caring and stable family life, 
civic involvement, social and environmental concern for the well-being 
of others, and spiritual unity. 


What Is Freedom? 


Freedom, Mr. Webster tells us, means the absence of necessity, 
coercion or constraint in one’s choice or action. The essence of freedom 
is having a choice. It is having—to quote Mr. Webster again—the 
power to do as you please or not being subject to another’s will, not 
having to ask permission. A person is free to the extent that he or she 
can exercise choice. The opposite of freedom is coercion, subjugation, 
involuntary servitude, bondage, imprisonment, slavery. 

In America, freedom of choice is regarded as our fundamental 
condition and inalienable right. We Americans speak of the right to live 
our lives as we choose—the right to self-determination, the right to 
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create our own destiny. The American way of life means freedom from 
arbitrary or despotic control; it also means the exercise of social, 
political, and economic rights and privileges. It means the unhampered 
right to pursue the opportunities of life. We ask our children, "What do 
you want to be when you grow up?” because, unlike so much of the 
rest of the world, they have the freedom to choose a way of life for 
themselves. 

However, rights always carry responsibilities; otherwise, liberty 
becomes libertinism, which is the abuse of rights. As James Wilson, a 
signer of the Constitution and generally regarded as the most erudite of 
the Founding Fathers, observed, “Without Liberty, Law loses its nature 
and its name, and becomes oppression. Without Law, Liberty loses its 
nature and its name, and becomes licentiousness.” Rights exercised 
without regard for responsibilities become wrongs. Choices must be 
responsible choices, ethical choices, moral choices so that their 
consequences do not harm others—that is, they do not violate the rights 
of others. For example, someone may drink to the point of intoxication, 
but if that person then gets behind the steering wheel and drives on the 
highway, that is choosing irresponsibly, as Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving and others who have lost loved ones in DUI accidents can 
attest. Similarly, someone may perform activities which generate toxic 
waste, but if that person then disposes of the waste improperly, that is 
choosing irresponsibly, as former residents of the Love Canal, New 
York area can attest. 

Freedom and responsibility are therefore inseparable. Think of the 
connection as one person put it: freesponsibility. Freedom without 
responsibility is lawlessness; responsibility without freedom is slavery. 
Freedom is never license to do as we please, but only to do as we ought. 
(I explain the meaning of “ought” and its implications for human 
happiness later in this chapter.) In other words, freedom is the right to 
be wrong, not the right to do wrong. 

Moreover, freedom is indivisible. It embraces every aspect of our 
humanity—both outer and inner, external, and internal. It applies to our 
physical, mental, social, and spiritual dimensions because we have the 
capacity—the free will—to choose what we do and how we behave in 
all those dimensions of life. If freedom is reduced in one aspect, that 
bears on all others. To quote President Reagan again, "Freedom is 
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indivisible—there is no 's' on the end of it. You can erode freedom, 
diminish it, but you cannot divide it and choose to keep 'some freedoms' 
while giving up others.” Moreover, since freedom is indivisible, so is 
responsibility. We have the freedom to choose in all aspects of our 
lives, but we also have the responsibility to choose wisely, morally, 
well. 

Human history is a story of increasing freedom for us. The story 
has two themes: freedom from and freedom to. We have increasing 
freedom from the harsh constraints imposed on us by nature and by 
people who seek to control us through force and subjugation. We also 
have increasing freedom to act as we wish, for better or for worse, for 
good or evil. 

Physical freedom means freedom from the elements and other 
dangers of the natural world, and from hunger, thirst, and other physical 
needs. It also means freedom to move about and travel. The 
development of agriculture, for example, provided surplus food and 
thereby freed us from the necessity of roaming the land as hunter- 
gatherers. The domestication of animals freed us from the burdens of 
traveling by foot and carrying heavy loads. Medicine freed us from 
many diseases and debilitating conditions. Aviation and spacecraft 
freed us from the limitations of gravity. All that gave us more time and 
freedom to create, to produce, to travel, to increase our knowledge and 
raise our standard of living. 

Mental freedom means the absence of fear or coercion in our 
thinking and our emotions; it also means unfettered access to 
information, as in freedom of education and freedom of the press. 
Together with physical freedom, it allows us to advance civilization, to 
build a higher culture. 

Social freedom takes the physical and mental freedom of 
individuals and extends it to members of a community or society, so 
that the institutions of that community or society are likewise structured 
to remove obstacles or barriers—both physical and mental—to 
exercising choice and self-determination. Social freedom means, for 
example, we can associate with others, select our occupation and, if we 
want, change jobs, marry whom we choose, live where we want and as 
we want Some societies do not extend freedom to all its members; 
slavery and suppression of women, minorities and underclasses are sad 
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examples of social unfreedom. Children, of course, naturally have less 
freedom in the family and the community than adults because they’re 
not capable of handling freedom maturely, but as they grow up, as they 
learn to exercise self-control and become educated into the ways of 
society, their sphere of thought and action—their physical, mental and 
social freedom—increases. 

Although liberty is often used as a synonym for freedom, strictly 
speaking it is not. Liberty (from the Latin liber, meaning free rather 
than slave) is the sociopolitical aspect of freedom. It is external or outer 
freedom. A person may be captive, enslaved or in prison and thus not 
enjoying liberty (sociopolitical freedom), but he or she may 
nevertheless be free from hatred of his or her captors, slave masters or 
prison staff, as saints and holy people have demonstrated. Likewise, a 
person may be oppressed yet bear no ill will toward his oppressors. 
Mahatma Gandhi’s struggle for India’s political independence is 
exemplary of that; so is the equally great struggle by the Dalai Lama, 
spiritual-political head of Tibet, against Chinese Communist invasion 
and occupation of his country. (Significantly, his autobiography is 
entitled Freedom in Exile) Conversely, a person may have social and 
political liberty, but nevertheless be captive, enslaved or imprisoned in 
his or her own fears or vices and self-destructive desires, and thus not 
enjoy that liberty, not know happiness. So, liberty or external/outer 
freedom is no guarantee of internal/inner freedom. 


Spiritual Freedom—the Highest Aspect 


This brings us to the highest aspect of freedom: spiritual freedom. 
In the entire spectrum of human knowledge, exploration, and aspiration 
to unlock the mystery of existence and find enduring happiness, there 
is only one key, one answer: spiritual freedom. It was stated clearly by 
Jesus Christ when he said to his disciples, “And ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32). Similarly, Gautama 
Buddha, with his dying words, said to his followers, “...those who shall 
be a lamp unto themselves, shall betake themselves to no external 
refuge, but holding fast to the Truth as their lamp, and holding fast to 
the Truth as their refuge, shall not look for refuge to anyone beside 
themselves—it is they who shall reach the very topmost height” of 
spiritual freedom. 
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In other religions and sacred traditions, there is a similar 
understanding of spiritual freedom as freedom from self-ignorance and 
self-delusion, from vices and character flaws, from negative emotions, 
destructive compulsions and anything else which generates human 
unhappiness and prevents us from living God-centered lives of love and 
service to humanity. That perspective, which is the collective highest 
wisdom known to humanity, is called the Perennial Philosophy. It is 
also called the Ageless Wisdom, the Timeless Wisdom and the 
Primordial Tradition. 

Spiritual freedom is what life is all about. Spiritual freedom based 
on understanding the absolute truth about the nature of reality: that is 
the goal which all major world religions and sacred traditions have for 
humanity. It is their common doctrine, their transcendent point of unity. 
They are in concord when they say that our Creator—our Divine 
Source—wants us to remove from ourselves all the spiritual blindness, 
self-centered thought and immoral behavior which separates us from 
the realization that we are one with the Divine Creator because that 
realization can transform the world into what it should be—heaven on 
earth. 

Just as the world’s religions and sacred traditions have many 
names for God, so too they have various names for the spiritual truth 
which makes us free. The most common term in English is 
enlightenment. Synonyms for it are spiritual freedom, liberation, God- 
realization, cosmic consciousness, unity consciousness and nondual 
consciousness. 

The Declaration of Independence states the theory of freedom 
governing America, and it is based on the spiritual truth which sets us 
free. The Founders of America held two intimately related principles 
which they expressed in our founding document. First, God is the 
mighty author of our being and the ultimate moral authority for our 
laws and government. Therefore, we have a duty to reverently 
acknowledge God in our lives. Second, we are made in the image and 
likeness of our Creator. Therefore, by virtue of our spiritual nature, 
human beings are sacred, sovereign, and inviolable. All else in our free 
society flows from that: our liberty, our equality, our rights, our justice, 
our human dignity, and the primacy of the individual over the state. As 
James Madison put it in his 1785 A Memorial and Remonstrance, 
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“before any man can be considered as a member of Civil Society, he 
must be considered as a subject of the Governour of the Universe.” 

From the American perspective, freedom is given to us by God, 
the source of freedom. It is given to be used responsibly to show forth 
God in our lives—that is, to glorify God, who is also the source of 
morality and law. God is the supreme lawgiver; the purpose of human 
life is to reflect the law of God and thereby glorify God. We have the 
free will to use our freedom irresponsibly and to break God’s law of 
moral, righteous living, but the divine purpose of freedom is to realize 
the presence of God in every aspect of our existence and to ever-deepen 
our capacity for expressing that realization. Therein alone can we find 
unalloyed happiness and ultimate certitude about the human condition. 
That is the highest metaphysical wisdom of our nation. That is the 
spiritual truth on which America is founded. 

All which follows from that philosophy of freedom is therefore 
based on the idea that we are primarily spiritual beings with a divine 
purpose and destiny. We are born free and morally equal and are 
endowed by our Creator (not by people or any systems they devise) 
with rights which are inherent and inalienable. Government’s purpose, 
from the American perspective, is primarily to guarantee that freedom 
and those rights for all. In the words of Rev. Stanley R. Allaby, because 
the Founders believed that man was created in the image of God as a 
free, moral agent, it then follows as a political corollary that man must 
be given as much freedom as possible, so that he may make moral 
choices within the context of freedom and apart from pressure or 
coercion. 

Achieving that condition would be a seamless integration of 
internal and external freedom—a society of self-governing people 
whose thoughts, words and deeds are controlled by a profound sense of 
the truth which makes us free. Thomas Paine, author of the first 
American bestseller, Common Sense, which rallied the colonists to seek 
independence, recognized the linkage between the internal and external 
forms of freedom and commented, “Spiritual freedom is the root of 
political freedom... As the union between spiritual freedom and 
political liberty seems nearly inseparable, it is our duty to defend both.” 
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The Moral Imperatives of Freedom 


Beyond that, since freedom and rights carry responsibilities, we 
must be responsible for ourselves. As a self-governing society, we must 
govern ourselves personally and use our freedom properly—that is, 
morally—as God intends. 

Please note this well: The American political experiment in self- 
rule begins with everyone ruling himself. James Madison stated it 
explicitly: “We base all our experiments on the capacity of mankind for 
self-government.” The two essential elements which undergird self- 
government are freedom and personal responsibility. Without that, the 
self-government which we Americans enjoy will degenerate either to 
tyranny or anarchy (which would soon be followed by tyranny). 

Self-rule, therefore, must always be moral—can only be moral. 
Freedom cannot exist without morality. The moral imperatives of 
freedom are inherent and nonnegotiable. The moral superiority of 
freedom to all other approaches to government can only be 
demonstrated by righteous people living in a godly society. We must 
“walk the talk.” Anything less than that undermines our happiness, our 
security, and our future. The preservation of freedom is everyone’s 
responsibility, and it begins with moral alertness and moral 
commitment. Unless we have sufficient character (moral rectitude) and 
self-discipline (moral fortitude), we will not be able to govern 
ourselves, individually or collectively. 

Our Founders understood that, as Madison put it, men are not 
angels. They understood, with Jefferson, that “virtue is not hereditary.” 
They understood that the difference between liberty and libertinism is 
moral self-restraint and respect for the rights of others. They 
understood elected officials would be drawn from the seedbed which 
produces all candidates for office, the American society. Without a 
moral citizenry committed to public virtue, they said, this republic will 
not endure. Virtue and morality, along with an alert, informed and 
involved electorate, are the best safeguards against political corruption. 

Therefore, our Founders spoke of America as “a republic of 
virtue.” Without virtue in our citizens, without a moral citizenry, this 
republic will not endure, they said. 
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The idea was derived from Montesquieu’s 1748 The Spirit of the 
Laws, which discusses different political systems, from tyranny and 
monarchy to a republic. Montesquieu says that each regime has 
different requirements of its people. A tyranny must cultivate a capacity 
for fear in people, a monarchy must cultivate a capacity for honor and 
a republic must cultivate a capacity for virtue. Our Founders, echoing 
Montesquieu, said that without virtue in its citizens, without a moral 
citizenry committed to public virtue, this republic will not endure. 


Listen to the Founders 


In his June 20, 1788 speech to the Virginia Ratifying Convention 
for the Constitution, James Madison said: 


Is there no virtue among us? If there be not, we are in a 
wretched situation. No theoretical checks—no form of government 
can render us secure. To suppose liberty or happiness without any 
virtue in the people, is a chimerical [vain] idea. If there be sufficient 
virtue and intelligence in the community, it will be exercised in the 
selection of these men [to hold federal office]. So that we do not 
depend on their virtue, or put confidence in our rulers, but in the 
people who are to choose them. 


John Witherspoon, a Founding Father, and signer of the 
Declaration of Independence, put it simply: “civil liberty cannot be 
long preserved without virtue” and a republic “must either preserve its 
virtue or lose its liberty.” 

Patrick Henry, the American Revolution’s “voice of liberty,” said 
it plainly: “Bad men cannot make good citizens: ... A vitiated state of 
morals, a corrupted public conscience, is incompatible with freedom.” 

Likewise, Benjamin Franklin warned that as nations become 
corrupt, they have “more need of masters” [dictators] and therefore 
“only a virtuous people are capable of freedom.” 

George Washington agreed: “It is substantially true that virtue or 
morality is a necessary spring of popular government.” 

So did John Adams: "The foundation of national morality must be 
laid in private families....Public virtue cannot exist in a nation without 
private [virtue], and public virtue is the only foundation of republics.” 
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So did John’s cousin, Samuel Adams. “He therefore is the truest 
friend to the liberty of this country who tries most to promote its virtue 
and who, so far as his power and influence extend, will not suffer a man 
to be chose into any office of power and trust who is not a wise and 
virtuous man...The sum of all is, if we would most truly enjoy this gift 
of heaven [a free and independent nation], let us become a virtuous 
people.” 

A free and virtuous nation consists of free and virtuous people. 
Lack of virtue among the electorate will lead to election of non-virtuous 
officials. Misuse of freedom—non-virtuous action—ironically results 
in slavery to our appetites and addictions, which in turn leads, via the 
political process, to anarchy or dictatorship. 

Our primary identity as Americans is as sons and daughters of 
God. That means our society is really a single, holy family. Our nation 
and our citizenship in it are predicated on being subject to the rule of 
God, whose principles of operation for humanity and the world are 
expressed in the Declaration of Independence and are codified in the 
U.S. Constitution. Together they provide the theory and practice of 
enlightened government. That theory and practice addresses all levels 
of our being. 

God is the foundational and overarching reality of the cosmos, and 
America is a deliberately constructed reflection of that. When we 
recognize that God is the reason we exist and that we are always in the 
presence of God, it requires us to recognize that for others as well. We 
are all children of God the Father. At the soul level of our existence, 
we are all brothers and sisters in the family of Man. The Declaration of 
Independence states it with eloquent simplicity: 


We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness. 


Rev. Martin Luther King echoed this with equal eloquence in his 
famous 1963 Address at the March on Washington, better known as the 
“I Have a Dream” speech, which was about more than just 
sociopolitical liberty: 
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I have a dream that one day...the glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.... 


When we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every 
village and hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able 
to speed up that day when all of God’s children, black men and 
white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be 
able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, 
“Free at last! Free at last! Thank God almighty, we are free at last!” 


The Government of God 


The system of government devised for America matches the 
principles of the universe's "operating system" more closely than any 
other form of political organization does, and therefore it most closely 
reflects what has sometimes been called “the government of God”— 
that is, the laws governing creation, the structure and process of the 
cosmos, the way reality works. John Adams put it this way: “Human 
government is more or less perfect as it approaches nearer or diverges 
farther from the imitation of [God’s] perfect plan of divine and moral 
government.” In his First Inaugural Address, George Washington 
pointed to “the eternal rules of order and right, which Heaven itself has 
ordained.” That set of rules—that heavenly government—is true, even 
though some of our Founders’ lives were not completely in keeping 
with the perfection of the principles set forth in the document they 
wrote. For example, Washington and Jefferson owned slaves, but if 
they had behavioral flaws or inconsistencies, that does not make the 
principles any less true. Even Thomas Paine, a self-declared religious 
skeptic and non-Christian, said amid the dark days of the War for 
Independence that he was not so much of an infidel as to suppose that 
God “has relinquished the government of the world, and given us up to 
the care of devils...” (Paine was a Deist who rejected institutional 
religion.) 

The thrust of all human experience is toward the discovery of 
God—not the anthropomorphic image of God held by a child’s limited 
understanding, but the God whose ultimate form cannot be known 
because it is beyond all words, images, concepts, and thoughts. In 
contemporary language, that discovery is the direct realization of Spirit, 
Godhead, the Ground of Being, the Great Mystery; in more traditional 
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language, it is awakening in the depths of our being to the Divine 
Creator or the Source of Existence. In that discovery of the nature of 
ultimate reality is a second, correlated discovery: spiritual freedom— 
the greatest human value, the goal of human life. 

The Founders of America understood that perspective to a 
significant degree. They were products of the Age of Enlightenment, 
and although that term actually refers to an era characterized by the 
employment of philosophic, scientific, and religious reasoning rather 
than the transcendent, nondual consciousness of the enlightened sage, 
their unique and unprecedented political experiment called the United 
States of America embodies their understanding—and does that well. 
The foundation of America—the self-evident truths which the 
Declaration of Independence names—is a spiritual vision congruent 
with the Perennial Philosophy. The historical outworking of that has 
profound importance for the development of global governance and a 
worldwide wisdom culture, as I will show in the final chapter. 


The Attainment of Spiritual Freedom 


The attainment of spiritual freedom transforms a person. Since 
God is the innermost aspect of all creation, and since God is righteous 
and moral, it follows that the innermost nature of all creation, including 
us humans, is righteous and moral. Whatever sin or evil proceeds from 
us is secondary and a result of ignorance of our true self who is God, 
the Self, or the Supreme Identity of all creation. As we come to know 
God better, as we become more God-centered, we become less self- 
centered. We become less concerned about our own will and more 
concerned about God’s will. The goodness which is the “godness” at 
the center of our lives shines ever more brightly. 

Sin, strictly defined, means “missing the mark,” as in the process 
of aiming at a target. The “target” is God, and our deepest urge, the 
thrust of all our experience, is to turn away from self-centeredness and 
become centered in God. (That includes our sins and mistakes, which 
eventually teach us to redirect ourselves toward the target. As the hymn 
“Amazing Grace” puts it, “J once was lost, but now am found, / Was 
blind, but now I see.”) Spiritual freedom is being centered in God—on 
all levels and aspects of our existence. The enlightened person can be 
said to have hit the mark, to have attained a bullseye, to have realized 
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his or her true nature. He or she rests easily in God; there is no moral, 
emotional, intellectual, or spiritual unease or dis-ease in the person. 
There is only the ongoing, abiding sense of the presence of God. There 
is only the ongoing, abiding sense of his or her unity with all creation. 
There is only the ongoing, abiding sense of the “fruits of the Spirit.” 

That presence, that unity, that Holy Spirit guides the liberated 
person, speaking to him or her through consciousness and conscience, 
constantly reminding the person—and likewise us, if we listen—that 
the cosmos has a moral foundation, a code of righteousness built into it 
reflecting the moral nature of God, who is the “within-ness” of the 
cosmos. Conscience is “the still, small voice of God” which constantly 
whispers to us in the center of our being about that code, about that 
which is true and good, eternal, and immutable. George Washington, 
in one of his early writings, described conscience as “that little spark of 
celestial fire.” Likewise, John Adams wrote in 1775: 


Human nature itself is evermore an advocate for liberty. There is 
also in human nature a resentment of injury, and indignation against 
wrong. A love of truth and a veneration of virtue. These amiable 
passions, are the ‘latent spark.’ ... If the people are capable of 
understanding, seeing, and feeling the differences between true and 
false, right and wrong, virtue and vice, to what better principle can 
the friends of mankind apply than to the sense of this difference? 


When we begin to pay attention to the center of our being through 
prayer, meditation, contemplative practices and humble self- 
observation and self-reflection, we discover that we are one with the 
Source of all being and that we have a built-in “operating manual” for 
how to live a godly, righteous life. The holy scriptures of the world’s 
religions and sacred traditions have expressed in their various cultural 
forms the essence of that operating manual for attaining a condition of 
existence which is permanently God-centered or enlightened, with all 
its inherent reward: spiritual freedom, enduring peace, unconditional 
love and universal wisdom. 

From that attainment flows a behavioral expression of freedom in 
all aspects of the person’s existence. It powerfully affects those around 
the enlightened person and aims to do so for the entire society in which 
he or she lives. (Liberation frees us for, not from, the service of God.) 
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Its ultimate aim is transformation of the world to a condition which 
recognizes and expresses the presence and the glory of the Divine 
Source in everything. 


Reflecting Heaven on Earth 


There are many terms for such a utopian society. They are drawn 
from the world’s religions and sacred traditions and reflect their 
understanding of the divine nature of reality and the transcendent 
metaphysical realms which seek to guide our development here on 
earth. Christianity and Judaism speak of the kingdom of heaven, but 
other traditions likewise name the ideal society. In Tibetan Buddhism, 
it is Shambhala. In Taoism it is the World of the Immortals. Islam has 
its Garden of Paradise. Native Americans speak of the Happy Hunting 
Ground. The highest lokas (heavens or celestial realms) of Hinduism 
and Buddhism are similar images of a perfected condition, as is Plato’s 
World of Ideas, the Greco-Roman Elysian Fields and the shaman’s 
Imaginal World. Although the imagery may differ from tradition to 
tradition due to cultural overlays, the underlying unity of understanding 
about human destiny is unmistakable. 

Thus, it is no accident that our Founders—notably, George 
Washington, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson— 
saw in America the potential for human perfection and therefore 
sometimes spoke of our country as the New Jerusalem and the New 
Israel, just as the Puritans had spoken of America as the Promised Land. 
By that they did not mean a Jewish nation but rather a God-centered 
society whose collective will was to reflect heaven on earth. As John 
Adams put it: "I always consider the settlement of America with 
reverence and wonder, as the opening of a grand scene and design in 
Providence for the illumination of the ignorant, and the emancipation 
of the slavish part of mankind all over the earth." 

Heaven, it should be noted, simply means unbroken communion 
with God (Mr. Webster’s definition) and is not necessarily limited to a 
postmortem condition. (That is the teaching of Jesus and other sages) 
God-realization, liberation, cosmic consciousness, unity/nondual 
consciousness, spiritual freedom, enlightenment: these are terms for 
unbroken communion with God while still alive in human form. Jesus 
Christ was the prime exemplar of that for Western civilization, and he 
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explained it with this statement: “I am in the Father, and the Father in 
me” (John 14:10). 

Therefore, America, for all its shortcomings and unrealized 
promise, is a magnificent experiment in human living which has never 
before been made in the history of this planet. It is an experiment based 
on the idea of expanding individual freedom in a context of family and 
community relationship, social and environmental responsibility, and 
religio-moral guidance to create a society which reflects heaven on 
earth. It is an experiment which aims at fulfilling humanity’s perennial 
moral aspirations for a godly society. Our Founders were quite 
conscious of that. The symbols which they created for America, such 
as the flag and the Great Seal, embody that (as I will discuss later). 
However, it is an unfinished experiment and will not be completed until 
the entire human race enjoys the blessings of liberty, we Americans 
now have. Patriots seek to benevolently extend the best of the American 
way of life to all the world in the name of God and our common 
humanity. 

Thomas Jefferson put it this way in his final letter, written June 26, 
1826, as he lay dying at Monticello, his Virginia home. (He died eight 
days later, on July 4, 1826.) Jefferson’s letter was to the citizens of 
Washington, D.C., expressing regret that he was too ill to accept their 
invitation to join them for the fiftieth anniversary celebration of the 
Declaration of Independence. He told them of the global vision he and 
the Founders had for their political experiment based on freedom and 
self-rule. One day, he said, the experiment would spread to the entire 
world. “To some parts sooner, to others later, but finally to all,” he 
wrote, the American form of republican self-government would 
become every nation’s birthright. This worldwide triumph was assured, 
he went on to say, because “the unbounded exercise of reason and 
freedom of opinion” would soon convince all men that they were born 
not to be ruled, but to rule themselves in freedom. “All eyes are opened, 
or opening, to the rights of man....For ourselves, let the annual return 
of this day forever refresh our recollections of these rights, and an 
undiminished devotion to them.” 
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Obituary 


Lawrence LeShan, a well-known and highly respected American 
psychologist, parapsychologist, educator, and author, died on 9 
November 2020 having just reached the age of 100 years a month 
earlier. He was a member of the ASCSI Advisory Council. LeShan 
wrote and published many articles and books, but is probably best 
known for his books The Medium, the Mystic, and the Physicist: 
Toward a General Theory of the Paranormal (1974), in which he 
investigated paranormal topics, mystical thought and quantum 
mechanics, How to Meditate: A Guide to Self-Discovery (1974), a 
practical guide to meditation, and World of the Paranormal: The Next 
Frontier (2004). He studied parapsychology in the 1960s and 70s, but 
his focus changed to clinical psychotherapy of cancer support in the 
1980s, a field in which he is considered a pioneer. However, his earlier 
research in parapsychology, which he related directly to physics and 
thought that quantum physics could explain the paranormal, influenced 
all of his later thought and work. My research in fundamental physics 
was influenced by his writings, especially his book Medium, Mystic, 
and Physicist, which I read while still a graduate student. It helped 
guide my own career choices. May Lawrence rest in peace in his new 
afterlife and enjoy the work and knowledge of his life as well as expand 
his knowledge of our reality in his afterlife. 

— Jim Beichler 


Our new Electronic or E-membership 
A new category of membership has been created at a lower price, 
an E-membership. E-members will only receive our publications in 
PDF format over the internet at their e-mail addresses. The new 
membership will be available for $20 per year. Those who wish to 
continue getting printed copies of the Journal and the Searchlight need 
to retain their present membership at the quoted rates. The biggest 
expense of the Academy comes from printing and mailing our 
publications, so by deleting the printing and mailing costs to some 
members, as these costs continue to grow higher each year, we can 
offer more to our members for less dues as well as expand our 
membership worldwide for a better future for all of us. 
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Book Review & Analysis 


A Spiritual Summary of James Redfield’s The 
Celestine Prophecy and The Tenth Insight 


Paul J. Hauser 


Abstract: My son, David, inspired me to prepare a summary 
of the spiritual aspects of James Redfield’s first two books, 
“The Celestine Prophecy” and “The Tenth Insight” to gain a 
better understanding of the spiritual principles contained 
throughout these two works. I have mentioned this project to 
other readers of Mr. Redfield’s works and their responses 
were most positive. I intend to provide them with a free copy 
of this work and would hope they will pass on this information 
in the same manner to whoever else would like a copy. It is 
hoped that by doing so, this dissemination will help others 
reach their own determination as to their own spiritual path. 


Introduction 


The nine Insights contained in The Celestine Prophecy were 
written in a Mayan manuscript about 2,400 years ago (600 B.C.) in the 
Aramaic language. This manuscript describes a massive 
transformation in human society, beginning in the last decades of the 
20" century. This period is described as a renaissance of consciousness 
and will develop very slowly. The nine Insights depict life as a spiritual 
evolution, with corresponding spiritual responsibilities. 

In the first nine Insights, one experiences intuitions as fleeting gut 
feelings, or vague hunches. But as we gain familiarity with these 
phenomena, we can then grasp the nature of these intuitions more 
clearly. We have to learn to “maintain” our intuitive thoughts. 
Knowing the first nine Insights is not enough. We have to understand 
how we will implement this destiny. Such knowledge comes from 
grasping the special relationship between the physical dimension and 
the Afterlife. We have to understand the birth process; where we come 
from; and the larger picture of what human history is trying to 
accomplish. The first nine Insights describe the reality of spiritual 
evolution, both personally and collectively, but actually implementing 
these Insights, living them, and fulfilling this destiny requires a fuller 
understanding of the process, a Tenth Insight. 
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After we grasp the Nine Insights, each of us is left at the same place 
— trying to live this reality day-to-day, in the face of what seems to be 
a growing pessimism and divisiveness all around us. But at the same 
time, we are continuing to gain a greater perspective and clarity about 
our spiritual situation, about who we really are. We know we are 
awakening to a much larger plan for planet Earth. 

The Tenth Insight shows us the reality of the Earth’s spiritual 
transformation, not just from the perspective of the Earthly dimension, 
but from the perspective of what is known as the Afterlife dimension 
as well. The Tenth Insight was never written down. It comes only in 
the Afterlife. It is about understanding the spiritual renaissance on 
Earth in light of the Afterlife and realizing that we are all here to bring 
the earth dimension into alignment with the Heavenly sphere. When 
enough Earthlings sense this data, intuitively, then it can become real 
enough in everyone’s consciousness for someone to write it down. All 
spiritual texts start in the Afterlife. Fear of changing from materialism 
to spiritualism keeps this from happening. 

When we understand more fully why we are uniting the 
dimensions, why we must fulfill this historic purpose, this 
understanding, once integrated into culture, we will ensure the eventual 
outcome. While the spiritual awareness emerges, so will a Fear, which 
will try to willfully control the future with new technologies. The 
Tenth Insight resolves this polarization. 


THE SUMMARY 
The First Insight 


The First Insight surfaces unconsciously as a profound sense of 
restlessness. This restlessness can also result in a “control battle” 
between two people which will prevent them from staying with each 
other for any length. When we become conscious of what we are 
seeking, and what it is and we grasp if fully, we have attained the First 
Insight. It occurs when we become conscious of the coincidences in 
our lives. As more people become aware of this, a critical mass is 
reached, and the entire culture will take this seriously. 


The Second Insight 


The Second Insight places current awareness into a longer, historic 
perspective (especially the past millennium). Every aspect of the 
Medieval World was defined in other-worldly terms, e.g. the Will of 
God, or the malice of the devil. Then a rebellion in the Church 
occurred. People did not want middlemen interpreting the scriptures 
for them anymore. Mankind had lost its place at the center of God’s 
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universe. The Modern Age began — science was born. Explorers went 
out into the world. We received no answers (spiritually), so we began 
a process of building a secular and economic security to replace our 
lost spiritual security. We became obsessive with economic progress. 


Historic Perspective 


As history evolved, a watershed idea, destined to completely 
transform human understanding of spiritual reality, surfaced in the 
written histories of a small tribe in the Middle East, the Judaic culture. 
This intuition of one divine source emerged and was clarified in 
cultures all over the world. In China and India, Hinduism, and 
Buddhism, along with other Eastern religions, emerged. Those who 
created these religions intuited that God was more than a personage. 
God was a force, a consciousness, that only could be found completely 
by attaining what they described as an enlightenment experience. 
Rather than just pleasing God by obeying certain laws, or rituals, the 
Eastern religions sought connection with God on the inside, as a shift 
in awareness, an opening up of one’s consciousness to a harmony and 
security that was constantly available. 

The idea of one God that would ultimately transform Western 
cultures evolved from the notion of a deity outside of us, patriarchal 
and judging, toward the position held in the East, toward the idea of an 
inner God, a God whose kingdom lay within. Two thousand years ago, 
one person came into the Earth dimension remembering almost all of 
his Birth Vision. He knew he was here to bring a new energy into the 
world, a new culture based on love. His message was this: the one 
God was a holy spirit, a divine energy, whose existence could be felt 
and proven experientially. Coming into spiritual awareness meant 
more than rituals and sacrifices and public prayer. It involved a 
repentance of a deeper kind; a repentance that was an inner 
psychological shift based on the suspension of the ego’s addictions, and 
a transcendent “letting go,” which would ensure the true fruits of the 
spiritual life. 

Later, as Christendom evolved, the Gnostics urged the church to 
focus more fully on the inner, transformative experience, using Christ’s 
life as an example of what each of us might achieve. The church lapsed 
into the Fear, as its leaders sensed a loss of control, so they built 
doctrine around the powerful hierarchy of the churchmen, who made 
themselves mediators, dispensers of the spirit to the populace. 

The secret sects of the Franciscans sought to include a reverence 
for nature and a return to the inner experience of the divine. In late 13" 
Century France, a group of monks were members of a secret order of 
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Franciscan “Spirituals” who had been recently excommunicated, after 
Pope Celestine V had resigned. They believed that a higher awareness 
could be achieved by extracting themselves from human culture and 
returning to a contemplative life in nature. Pope Celestine supported 
this idea and even lived in a cave for a while. He was deposed and 
later, most sects of the Spirituals were condemned as Gnostics and 
excommunicated. 

Gnostics were early Christians who believed that followers of the 
one God should not merely revere Christ but strive to emulate him in 
the spirit of the Pentecost (as a method of practice). As the early 
Church formulated its canons, the Gnostics were eventually considered 
willful heretics, opposed to turning their lives over to God as a matter 
of faith. To become a true believer, the early church leaders concluded, 
one had to forgo understanding and analysis and be content to live life 
through divine revelation, adhering to God’s will, moment by moment, 
but content to remain ignorant of his overall plan. 

Accusing the church hierarchy of tyranny, the Gnostics argued that 
their understandings and methods were intended to facilitate this act of 
“letting go to God’s will” that the church was requiring, rather than 
giving mere lip service to the idea, as the churchmen were doing. 

In the end, the Gnostics lost and were banished from all church 
functions and texts, their beliefs disappearing underground among the 
various secret sects and orders, creating the Gnostic Dilemma. As long 
as the church held out the vision of a transformative spiritual 
connection with the divine, yet persecuted anyone who talked openly 
about the specifics of the experience — how one might actually attain 
such an awareness, what it felt like — then the “kingdom within” would 
remain merely an intellectualized concept within church doctrine, and 
the Insights would be crushed anytime they surfaced. 

The early church was afraid to come out and say that Christ 
modeled a way of life that each of us could aspire to, although that is 
what is clearly said in the Scriptures. They feared this position would 
give too much power to individuals, so they perpetrated the 
contradiction. On the one hand, the churchmen urged the believer to 
seek the mystical kingdom of God within, to intuit God’s will, and to 
be filled with the Holy Spirit. But on the other hand, they condemned 
as blasphemous any discussion of how one might go about achieving 
these states, often resorting to outright murder to protect their power. 

Then came the Protestant Reformation, which held the promise 
that individuals could go directly to important Scriptures and conceive 
a direct connection to the divine. 
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In Europe, the Renaissance continued, while the power of the 
church to define reality diminished. The scientific method was 
embraced as a democratic process of exploring and coming to 
understand the world in which humans found themselves. This method 
— exploring some aspect of the natural world; drawing conclusions, 
then offering this view to others — was thought of as the consensus- 
building process through which we would be able, finally, to 
understand mankind’s real situation on this planet, including our 
spiritual nature. 

The church tried to squelch this new science and was able to limit 
the scientific exploration to the outer, material world, thus leaving 
spiritual phenomena to the dictates of the still-influential churchmen. 
The entire inner world of experience — our higher perceptual states of 
beauty and love, intuitions, coincidences, interpersonal phenomena, 
even dreams — all were, at first, off limits to the new science. 

America was set up for the rapid exchange of ideas that was to 
characterize the future but overlooked the messages of the native 
Americans. Then came the Industrial Revolution, but people only 
wanted to build individual security, to exploit other workers, and 
maximize profits at every turn, at any cost. Due to the abuses of this 
freewheeling capitalism, two other economic systems were born as 
alternatives. This alternative manifesto called for an economic utopia, 
run by workers, with resources made available according to a person’s 
needs. The error in this system occurred by trying to create it through 
force and dictatorship, rather than through democratic participation. 
Thus, communism failed. 

The other alternative, fascism, thought the world needed to be run 
by a ruling elite, which wrongfully claimed the superiority of certain 
races and nations whose destiny was to rule the world. 

By the 1960’s, many in America began to question its emphasis on 
materialism and its lack of spiritual practice. Many found the churches 
and synagogues full of pompous and meaningless ritual. Attendance 
seemed more social than spiritual, and the members too restricted by a 
sense of how they might be perceived and judged by their onlooking 
peers. The new generation sensed new spiritual meaning just beyond 
the horizon and they began to explore other, lesser known religions and 
spiritual points of view. For the first time, the Eastern religions were 
understood in great numbers, serving to validate the mass intuition that 
spiritual perception was an inner experience, a shift in awareness that 
changed forever one’s sense of identity and purpose. Similarly, the 
Jewish Cabalistic writings and the Western Christian mystics, such as 
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Meister Eckhart and Teilhard de Chardin, provided other intriguing 
descriptions of a deeper spirituality. 

At the same time, information surfaced from the human sciences — 
sociology, psychiatry, psychology, and anthropology — as well as from 
modern physics, that cast new light on the nature of human 
consciousness and creativity. This cumulation of thought, together 
with the perspective provided by the East, gradually began to 
crystallize into what was called the Human Potential Movement, the 
emerging belief that human beings were presently actualizing only a 
small portion of their vast physical, psychological and spiritual 
potential. 

Over the course of several decades, this information and the 
spiritual experience it spawns will grow into a critical mass of 
awareness, a leap in consciousness from which we will formulate a new 
view of what living a human life is all about, including ultimately, an 
actual remembrance of the Nine Insights. 

However, many became alarmed at the growing instability in 
culture which seemed to correspond to the arrival of the new paradigm. 
For hundreds of years, all roles had been clearly defined, then came the 
sixties wave of questioning and analysis and criticism and the 
unwavering rules began to crumble. Increasingly, our behavior was 
being determined by how we felt inside, by our own inner ethics. 

For those who had truly adopted a more lived, spiritual point of 
view, characterized by honesty and love toward others, ethical behavior 
was not a problem. Problems occur with those who had lost the outer 
guidelines for living, without yet forming a strong inner code. They 
fall into a cultural no-man’s land and used the new findings of the 
Human Potential Movement to imply that criminals and deviates 
weren’t really even responsible for their own actions, but were, instead, 
victims of an oppressive culture that shamelessly allowed the social 
conditions that shaped this behavior. 

This develops into a polarization of viewpoints, with each side 
thinking the other to be a conspiracy of evil. One view holds that a 
conspiracy of big government socialists was using fear of increasing 
crime as an excuse to register guns and systematically disarm the 
public, giving ever greater control to a centralized bureaucracy that 
would finally monitor the movement of cash and credit cards through 
uplinks into the internet, rationalizing the growing control of the 
electronic economy as crime prevention, or as a necessity to collect 
taxes, or prevent sabotage. Finally, under a ploy of an impending 
natural disaster, Big Brother would step forward and confiscate wealth 
and declare martial law. 
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For the advocates of liberation and change, just the opposite 
scenario seemed more likely. In the face of the conservative’s political 
gains, all that they had worked for seemed to be crashing before their 
eyes. For them, the cause was too little government, too late. Instead 
of helping, government seemed ready to back away, throwing out the 
antipoverty programs with all the other hard-won social gains of the 
last twenty-five years. 

Reformers began to believe the worst: that the rightward swing in 
human society could only be the result of increased manipulation and 
control by the moneyed, corporate interests in the world. These 
interests seemed to be buying governments, the media (as in Nazi 
Germany), and ultimately they would slowly divide the world into the 
have and have-nots, with the largest, richest corporations running the 
small entrepreneurs out of business and controlling more and more of 
the wealth. 

The polarization of Fear had great numbers of people gravitate to 
one perspective or another, with both sides raising the stakes to that of 
war, of good versus evil, and both visualizing the other as the 
perpetrators of a grand conspiracy. 

This allowed a growing influence of end-times analysts, who said 
the Bible’s prophecies were to be understood literally. 

The growing belligerence was an aberration, coming not from 
intention, but from the Fear. Our original vision was that the ethics of 
human society would be maintained at the same time that each person 
could be fully liberated and the environment protected; and that 
economic creativity would be at once conserved and transformed by 
introducing an overriding spiritual purpose. And further, that this 
spiritual purpose could descend fully into the world and initiate a utopia 
in a way that symbolically fulfilled the end-times Scriptures. 


The Third Insight 


The Third Insight describes a new understanding of the physical 
world. We will learn to perceive what was formerly an invisible type 
of energy. Einstein showed that hard matter is mostly empty space with 
a pattern of energy running through it. Quantum physics showed when 
we looked at these energy patterns at smaller levels, startling results are 
seen: the act of observation itself alters the results. This pure energy 
is malleable to human intention and expectation. Our expectation itself 
causes our energy to flow out into the world and affect other energy 
systems. 

Human perception of this energy first begins with a heightened 
sensitivity to beauty, as this energy is on the same continuum as beauty. 
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A beautiful thing displays more presence and sharpness of shape and 
vividness of color. It stands out. It shines. Colors and shapes seem 
magnified. The next level of perception is to see an energy field hover 
about everything. 

To see it for the first time, lean back and touch the tips of your 
index fingers together, keeping the blue sky in the background. 
Separate the tips about an inch and look at the area directly between 
them. Take your eyes out of focus a little and move the tips closer, then 
further apart. You will see a field of whitish light, visible, yet totally 
transparent. You have to see beauty first, then extend from there to see 
the energy. 

Once we understand this, we will eat more foods that are alive with 
this energy and realize certain locales, especially forests, have the 
highest radiation of this energy. 


Future Economy 


Our productivity will continue growing and pollution will be 
controlled by the populace, not the government. Business and 
employees will have to regulate themselves. As the economy becomes 
more automated, displaced workers will survive by learning to live both 
intuitively and synchronistically. Everyone will become an expert in 
some niche, so that they can be in the right place to advise someone 
else or perform some other service. The more quickly the world 
changes, the more we need information from just the right person 
arriving in our lives at just the right time. 

For this flow to be optimally established across the economy, the 
stated purposes of business must shift into higher awareness. We have 
to ask, “What can I produce that liberates and informs, and makes the 
world a better place, yet also preserves a delicate environmental 
balance?” We have to ask “What are we creating and does it 
consciously serve the overall purpose for which technology was 
invented in the first place: to make everyday subsistence easier, so that 
the prevailing orientation of life can shift from mere survival and 
comfort to the interchange of pure spiritual information?” Each of us 
has to see that we have a part in the evolution toward lower and lower 
subsistence costs, until, finally, the basic means of survival are virtually 
free: 

We can move toward a truly enlightened capitalism if we follow a 
new business ethic based on lowering our prices a specified percentage 
as a conscious statement of where we want the economy to go. This 
would be the business equivalent of engaging in the Ninth Insight force 
of tithing. 
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The Fourth Insight 


The Fourth Insight is the recognition of the competition which 
occurs between humans to acquire the energy which surrounds us. 
Humans subconsciously compete for this energy. This competition for 
energy is the basis for human conflict. We always try to prevail in the 
conversation (seek control and gain a psychological boost). When we 
control another human being, we receive their energy. We fill up at 
their expense. Once we understand this struggle, we can break free 
from this competition and receive our energy from another source. 


The Fifth Insight 


The Fifth Insight is the recognition that the universe provides all 
the energy we need, when we learn to appreciate beauty and allow love 
to enter our body (love of everything), as in a mystical experience. 


The Sixth Insight 


The Sixth Insight concerns learning how to stop our desire to gain 
control at others’ expense. The first step in stopping our control 
process is to bring our particular control drama into full consciousness. 
We have to reinterpret our family experience from an evolutionary 
viewpoint and spiritual viewpoint and discover who we are. We must 
understand how our drama was formed (by our parents’ actions). There 
are two ways to manipulate to gain energy: aggressively, or passively. 
This activity involves the use of one of the following control dramas: 


1) Intimidator — Threatens physically, or verbally. 

2) Interrogator — Asks questions to find something wrong. 
3) Poor Me — Most passive; makes you feel guilty. 

4) Aloofness — Less passive. 


Most people use one drama, over and over. Aloof people create 
interrogators and vice versa. Intimidators create poor me, or, if this 
fails, another intimidator. 

We have to find our true self by going back to our family 
experience, that childhood time and place, and review what happened. 
Once we become conscious of our control drama, then we can focus on 
the higher truth of our family. 

We are not merely the physical creation of our parents; we are also 
their spiritual creation. To discover your real self, you must admit that 
the real you began in a position between their truths. You were born to 
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take a higher perspective on what they stood for. Your path is about 
discovering a truth that is a higher synthesis of what your parents 
believed. 

Once we have cleared our past, we can know the higher meaning 
of why we were born to our particular parents and what the events in 
our life were preparing us to do (our Life Plan). 


The Seventh Insight 


The Seventh Insight shows us how to acquire energy through our 
learning to love, which requires us to learn our true self through 
intuitive questions and recognizing their answers. 

To gain energy, you should focus on your surroundings and 
remember how everything looks when filled with energy. Recall the 
presence everything displays, the unique beauty and shape of 
everything, especially plants and the way colors seem to glow and 
appear brighter. Then, try to experience a feeling of closeness, the 
feeling that no matter how far away something is, you can touch it, and 
then breathe it in. Hold each breath about five seconds. Visualize that 
each breath pulls energy into us and fills us like a balloon. Then check 
to see you have the right emotion (love), which is a background 
emotion that exists when one is connected to the energy available in 
the universe, which is the energy of God. 

You should compare your dreams to the story of your life. 
Daydreams also guide us. To recognize them, we have to be an 
observer: why did we have this thought? why now? how does it relate 
to my life questions? 

We should also eliminate fear images as soon as they arrive. Then, 
another image, one with a good outcome, should be willed through the 
mind. Soon, negative images almost never happen. Intuitions will be 
about positive things. When negative ones occur after that, they should 
be taken very seriously. 

If you let your energy get too low, your body suffers. This is the 
relationship between stress and disease. Love is the way we keep our 
vibration up. It keeps us healthy. 

Each time coincidences lead us into something new, we grow, we 
become fuller persons, existing at a higher vibration. 

All the answers that mysteriously come to us really come from 
other people. The Seventh Insight occurs when we can see these 
answers as they arrive. It heightens everyday experience. 
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The Eighth Insight 


The Eighth Insight shows us how to relate to others in such a way 
as to bring out the best in them by giving them energy. All great 
teachers have always sent this kind of energy toward their students. In 
a group, the benefits are greater, as each person sends the others energy. 
Then all the members rise to a new level of wisdom which has more 
energy at its disposal, and this greater energy is then sent back to 
everyone else in what becomes an amplification effect. 

The Eighth Insight relates to using energy in a new way, beginning 
with children. Children should be viewed as end points in evolution 
that lead us forward. In order to learn to evolve, they need our energy 
on a constant basis, unconditionally. Do not drain their energy when 
correcting them (it creates their control dramas). Always include them 
in conversations. One adult can focus on only one child at a time. We 
should always find a way to tell a child the truth. 

If you become addicted to another person (e.g. fall head over heels 
in love at first sight), your growth will stop. The problem starts in our 
early family history. Due to energy competition there, we were not 
able to integrate our opposite sexual side. The mystical energy is both 
male and female. The integration process takes some time. If we 
connect prematurely with a human source for our opposite sex energy, 
we block the universal supply and take the opposite sex energy from 
our partner and stop evolving. 

We can have romance, but AFTER completing the integration on 
our own. We have to stabilize our channel with the universe. This 
takes time, but afterward, we are never susceptible to this problem 
again and can have a higher relationship. When we connect 
romantically with another whole person after that, we create a super- 
person, but it never pulls us from the path of our individual evolution. 

The more we can love and appreciate others, the more energy 
flows into us. 

When two people are just waiting for a message and give energy 
to each other, they will gain more insight. This is completely different 
from a co-dependent relationship, which soon becomes controlling, 
because the personal addiction to each other cuts them off from their 
source and the energy runs out. Real projection of energy has no 
attachment, or intention. 

All dramas are covert strategies to get energy. Covert 
manipulations for energy cannot exist if you bring them into 
consciousness by pointing them out. They cease to be covert. The best 
truth about what is happening in a conversation always prevails. After 
that, the person has to be more real and honest. 
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If we are observant about who to talk with, then we get the answers 
we seek. As the universe is energy that responds to our expectations, 
people are part of that energy universe also, so when we have a 
question, the people show up who have the answer. Signs, such as 
sudden, spontaneous eye contact, mean that two people should talk. 
Another sign is recognition. 

In a conscious conversation, each person speaks when the energy 
moves to him. Each person keeps equidistant from the others and 
concentrates on the conversation with intensity, totally focusing on the 
speaker, without breaking their gaze. As members of a group talk, only 
one will have the most powerful idea at any one point in time. If they 
are alert, the others in the group can feel who is about to speak and then 
they can consciously focus their energy on this person, helping to bring 
out his idea with the greatest clarity. 

Many things can go wrong in a group: some get inflated by the 
energy and won’t stop talking; some pull back and won’t risk saying 
their idea; some members are rejected by others and the rejected person 
is prevented from receiving the energy. How people are excluded is 
important. When we dislike someone, or feel threatened by him, the 
natural tendency is to focus on what we dislike about him and when 
this happens, instead of seeing his deeper beauty and giving him 
energy, we take away his energy and do him harm. He feels suddenly 
less beautiful and confident because we sapped his energy. Humans 
are aging each other at a tremendous rate due to their violent 
competitions. 

In a truly functional group, everyone’s individual energy merges 
with everyone else’s and makes one energy pool. The group then has 
one body, with many heads. This is the Higher Person (e.g. the result 
of a romantic relationship). This is how we will act toward each other 
if we follow the Manuscript. 

Part of the Tenth Insight is an extension of the Eighth Insight. 
Only a group that is operating fully in the Eighth Insight can 
accomplish this kind of higher clearing. The Eighth Insight is about 
knowing how to uplift others, knowing how to send energy by focusing 
on another’s beauty and higher-self wisdom. This process can raise the 
energy of the group exponentially. If we look closely at another 
person’s face, we can cut through any facades, or ego defenses, that 
may be present, and find the individual’s authentic expression, his real 
self. We are called upon to focus on the whole of the face, not just one 
feature, to see the soul shining forth. When we focus on love, love 
energy is sent to this higher-self aspect of the person, and the person 
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will seem to change before our eyes as his, or her, greater capabilities 
shift into place. 


The Ninth Insight 


The Ninth Insight explains how human culture will change in the 
next millennium as a result of conscious evolution. We will voluntarily 
decrease our population, so we may live in the most powerful and 
beautiful places on earth (they will increase, as we let forests go uncut). 
We will live among 500 years old trees and carefully tended gardens, 
within easy travel distance to an urban area of incredible technological 
wizardry. Foodstuffs, clothing, and transportation will be fully 
automated and at everyone’s disposal. We will not exchange currency, 
nor be lazy, or overindulgent. The process of reduced prices will be 
greatly enhanced with the discovery of a very inexpensive energy 
source. 

Guided by intuitions, everyone will know precisely what to do and 
when to do it. Our sense of purpose will be satisfied by the thrill of our 
own evolution. Mankind is on this planet to consciously evolve. 

Incomes will stabilize because of the money given by people 
receiving insights. Giving is a universal principle of support for all. 
When we give, we receive in return, because of the way energy 
interacts in the universe. Once we begin to give constantly, we will 
always have more coming in than we could possibly give away. 

Our destiny is to continue to increase our energy level. As our 
energy level increases, the level of vibration in the atoms of our bodies 
increases, which means we will get lighter and more purely spiritual. 

Whole groups of people, once they reach a certain level, will 
suddenly become invisible to those who are still vibrating at a lower 
level (as the Mayans did). This signals a crossing of the barrier between 
this life and the other world from which we came and to which we go 
after death. 

This was first done by the Christ — he opened up the energy until 
he was so light, he could walk on water and then transcended death. 

Most individuals will reach this level in the third millennium. 
Some may cross over sporadically. A general rapture will not occur 
until we have abolished fear and until we can maintain a sufficient 
vibration in all situations. As the spiritual renaissance progresses, it 
must overcome a polarization of Fear. We have to understand the Fear 
in order to help resolve it. 


The Fear 


The growing Fear has to do with a certain percentage of the 
population refusing to believe that a new spiritual awareness is 


67 


Volume 43, Number 2 ASCSI WINTER 2020 


emerging. Instead, they think civilization is degenerating. This is 
creating a polarization of opinion and belief. Human culture cannot 
continue to evolve until the polarization has ended. 

During a transition in culture, old certainties and views begin to 
break down and evolve into new traditions, causing anxiety in the short 
run. At the same time that some people are waking up and sustaining 
an inner connection of love that sustains them and allows them to 
evolve more rapidly, others feel as though everything is changing too 
fast and that we are losing our way. They become more fearful and 
more controlling to try to raise their energy. This polarization of Fear 
can be extremely dangerous because fearful people can rationalize 
extreme measures. 

The Tenth Insight shows a clear view of the human quest as seen 
in the Afterlife. Everyone comes into the physical with the best of 
intentions, but have to overcome the Fear, which can make some go 
crazy and make horrible mistakes. Horrible acts are caused, in part, by 
our very tendency to assume that some people are naturally evil. This 
mistaken view fuels that polarization. Both sides cannot believe 
humans can act the way they do without being intrinsically no good, 
and so they increasingly dehumanize and alienate each other, which 
increases the Fear and brings out the worst in everyone. Each side 
thinks the other is involved in a conspiracy of the greatest sort, the 
embodiment of all that is negative. 


The Tenth Insight 


On Earth, we can use our will and create almost anything we wish, 
but real fulfillment comes only when we first tune into our inner 
direction and divine guidance. Only then do we use our will to move 
toward the potential futures we received. In this sense, we become co- 
creators with the Divine Source. As we learn to use our visualization 
in the same way it is used in the Afterlife, we fall into alignment with 
that dimension and this helps unite Heaven and Earth. 

The key aspect of a Vision is how we project this Vision of the 
future, how we hold it for the rest of humanity. This is what the Tenth 
Insight is really all about. The Vision has to be held in a manner that 
will help others awake to their Vision. 

When vibrating at higher levels, an energy field which cannot be 
penetrated, surrounds the body, giving off an illumination that appears 
to come from within. In an area that is filled with warm, white light 
everywhere, one can observe people coming over after death. 

There are also remarkably high vibrations which are seen only as 
movements of white light. These are ANGELS, who respond to our 
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faith and vision and make miracles. They seem to be a mystery even 
to those in the Afterlife. 

When entities give a loving, supportive energy, it is comprised of 
a whitish-amber light that dances and shimmers in and out of focus. 
Faces cannot be looked at directly. They look like a flickering, 
animated cloud of amber, against a background color of white. 

The departed are able to look directly into an intense beam of 
bright light that covers everything (live persons cannot). The light fills 
the souls with an unimaginable sense of love and calm perspective, 
allowing them to review their life experience. 

A Life Review is a part of the higher perspective provided by a 
knowledge of the Afterlife. We agonize over every missed opportunity. 
This knowledge contributes to our determination to pursue every 
intuitive image that comes to mind and keep it firmly in awareness. 


“Revelations” Predictions 


The Book of Revelations says we are set for the return of Christ 
and the creation of a heavenly kingdom on Earth, but before this occurs, 
Earth will suffer a series of wars, natural disasters, and other 
apocalyptic events predicted in the Scriptures. The next event is a 
peace treaty in the Middle East that will allow the rebuilding of the 
Temple in Jerusalem. Sometime after that, a massive rapture will begin 
among true believers who will be lifted into Heaven. Then comes the 
tribulation, a seven-year period when all hell breaks loose for whoever 
is left on Earth. Giant earthquakes destroy the economy, ocean levels 
destroy many cities, and crime and riots are rampant. A politician 
emerges, probably in Europe, who offers a plan to pull things back 
together, if he is given supreme power. This includes a centralized, 
electronic economy that coordinates commerce in most parts of the 
world. To participate and take advantage of the automation, one has to 
swear allegiance to this leader and have a chip implanted in one’s hand, 
through which all economic transactions are documented. This 
Antichrist first protects Israel and facilitates a peace treaty, then attacks 
later, starting a world war that ultimately involves the Islamic nations, 
Russia, and finally, China. Just as Israel is about to fall, the angels of 
God swoop down and win the war, installing a spiritual utopia that lasts 
for 1,000 years. 


Healing 


When injured, our attitude about why the injury of illness occurred, 
has an effect on our recuperation. The health of the body is determined 
to a great extent by our mental processes: what we think of life and 
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especially ourselves, at both the conscious and subconscious levels. 
The inner attitude of the patient is crucial. A key factor is fear and 
stress, and the way we handle it. Sometimes the fear is conscious, but 
very often it is entirely suppressed. 

The brave macho attitude is to deny the problem, push is away, 
conjure up our heroic agenda. If we take this attitude, then the fear 
continues to eat at us subconsciously. Adopting a positive outlook is 
particularly important in staying healthy, but we have to engage in this 
attitude in full awareness, using love, not macho, for this attitude to be 
completely effective. Our unspoken fears create blocks, or crimps in 
the body’s energy flow, and it is these blocks that ultimately result in 
problems. The fears keep manifesting in ever-greater degrees until we 
deal with them. Physical problems are the last step. Ideally, these 
blocks would be dealt with early, in a preventative way, before illness 
develops. 

The body is capable of miraculous regeneration. Body parts 
thought of in the past as solid forms are actually energy systems that 
can transform overnight. 

The first step in the healing process is to identify the fear with 
which the medical problem seems to be connected. This opens up the 
energy block in your body to conscious healing. The next step is to 
pull in as much energy as possible and focus it at the exact location of 
the block. This is done by using the pain as a beacon so one can 
concentrate on that specific area. 

The next step is to send, consciously, higher divine energy into the 
exact spot identified by the pain, intending that the love will transform 
the cells there into a state of perfect functioning. You have to feel the 
pain with all your being and imagine your love energy going right into 
the heart of the pain, lifting that exact point of your body, the atoms 
themselves, into a higher vibration. See the particles take a quantum 
jump into the pure energy pattern that is their optimum state. Literally 
feel a tingling sensation in that spot as the vibration accelerates. Next, 
without changing your focus on the point of the pain, begin to feel your 
energy, the tingle, spread through your body, into your neck and head. 
Feel your entire body tingling with the higher vibration. See every 
organ operating at optimal efficiency. 

Visualization has to come from faith, not fear. When we remember 
what we are really supposed to do in life, it can restore our health. 
When we are able to remember what all of humanity is supposed to do, 
we can heal the world. 

In order for the energy to enter the injury, you have to open the 
fear block so the visualization can penetrate. Finding the origin of the 
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fear is vitally important. When the origin of the illness or accident is 
very deep, it often requires hypnosis, or intensive counseling. 

Sometimes the root of the block goes back a very long way, but as 
you explore it further and begin to work through the fear that is holding 
you back, you will usually discover a fuller understanding of who you 
are, of what your current life on Earth is all about. This sets the stage 
for the last and most important step in the healing process. Most 
important of all is to look deeply enough to remember what you want 
to do with your life. Real healing takes place when we can envision a 
new kind of future for ourselves that excites us. Inspiration is what 
keeps us well. 

Prayer involves sending energy and love that flow through us from 
the Divine Source to the ill person, and at the same time, visualizing 
that the individual will remember what they really want to do with their 
life. 

These procedures should be done in conjunction with the very best 
in traditional medicine. 

Each of us must take responsibility for our own healing. We can’t 
just turn it over to others. Healing in its essence is about breaking 
through the fears associated with life — fears that we don’t want to face 
—and finding our own special inspiration, a vision of the future, that we 
know we’re here to help create. 

Medicine must be more responsive. It must acknowledge the 
intuition and vision of the people treated. It should be based on the 
patient’s ability to take control of his, or her, life and to get back on the 
right path. When we become inspired to shape a higher, more ideal 
future, and when we do, miracles happen. 


Soul Groups 


We all have our own soul group. It is a group of souls that resonate 
closely to that of the individual. They can intensify in energy and 
appear as a large whitish swirl of moving amber, drawing its intensity 
from the bright light in the background. Their energy can be sensed as 
a deeply felt, almost orgasmic level of love and vibration. 

We are connected with our soul group. They know us. They share 
our Birth Visions, follow us through life, and afterward stay with us 
while we review what happened. They act as a reservoir for our 
memories, maintaining the knowledge of who we are as we evolve. 
When we are in the Afterlife, and one of them is born into the physical 
dimension, we act in the same capacity toward them. We become part 
of the soul group that supports them. 
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Soul groups help individuals, but not if the persons look to them 
for their energy as a replacement for their own inner connection to 
divine energy. They have to sustain their own connection with the 
Divine Source before they can link to the soul group and pick up on 
what the group knows, which is really their own higher memory. The 
soul group holds the memory for them. 

In the Afterlife, each of us comes from a particular soul group, and 
these groups each have a particular angle on truth to offer the rest of 
humanity. 

Soul groups represent the various occupational groups on Earth: 

One group is made of facilitators: souls that help evolve our 
philosophical understanding of what life is about. Everyone in this 
group is always trying to find the best and most comprehensive way of 
describing spiritual reality. 

Another group is oriented toward health and well-being. They 
think of themselves as solidifiers of the physical dimension, keeping 
our cells operating optimally and full of energy, tracing and removing 
emotional blocks before they manifest in disease. 

Another group is concerned with the use of technology, as well as 
our overall understanding of commerce. This group has been working 
to spiritualize our concepts of money and capitalism, to find the ideal 
conceptualization. 

Another group is journalists and researchers working to help 
people appreciate and learn from each other. What journalism is really 
all about is looking deeply at the life and beliefs of the people and 
organizations they cover, at their own true substance and higher 
expression. This is their ideal destiny. 

People also form close spiritual associations with those outside 
their particular soul group. They can share their Birth Visions and raise 
their vibrations together, and that transforms not only human society, 
but the culture in the Afterlife as well. 

Each of our soul groups comes close into vibration with us on 
Earth and us with them; the two dimensions opening into each other. 
Because of this closure, we can begin to have communication between 
the dimensions. We are able to see souls in the Afterlife and pick up 
on their knowledge and memory more readily. This is happening with 
increasing frequency. 

In the Afterlife, groups themselves come closer into resonance 
with each other. That is why the Earth is the primary focus of the souls 
in Heaven. They cannot unite on their own. Over there, many soul 
groups remain fragmented and out of resonance with each other 
because they live in an imaginary world of ideas that manifests 
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instantly and disappears just as quickly, so reality is always arbitrary. 
There is no natural world that serves as a stable platform that is 
common to all of us. We affect what happens on this stage when we 
reach a consensus. This unity of vision on the Earth also pulls the soul 
groups together in the Afterlife dimension, which is why the Earth 
dimension is deemed so important. The physical dimension is where 
the true unification of souls is taking place. 

It is this unification that’s behind the long, historical journey that 
humans have been taking. The soul groups in the Afterlife understand 
the World Vision, this vision of how the physical world can evolve and 
the dimensions can close, but this can only be accomplished by 
individuals who are born into the physical, one at a time, hoping to 
move the consensus Earth reality in that direction. The physical arena 
is the theater upon which evolution has been playing out for both 
dimensions, and now we are bringing it all into culmination as we 
remember consciously what’s going on. When the groups share what 
they know and unify the soul groups, then they are ready to bring the 
whole picture into consciousness. 


Orgasm 


The act of lovemaking itself opens a portal from the Afterlife into 
the Earthly dimension. Soul groups seem to exist in a state of extreme 
love even beyond what you and I can experience, extreme to the point 
that it feels orgasmic in nature. Sexual culmination creates an opening 
into the Afterlife, and what we experience as orgasm is just a glimpse 
of the Afterlife level of love and vibration as the portal is opened and 
the energy rushes through, potentially bringing in a new soul. Sexual 
union is a holy moment in which a part of Heaven flows into the Earth. 

Before we are born, each of us experiences a vision of what our 
life can be, complete with reflections on our parents and on our 
tendencies to engage in particular control dramas, even how we might 
work through these dramas with these parents and go on to be prepared 
for what we want to accomplish. This vision is an ideal guide for what 
our highest self intends to happen in life (best-case scenario). What 
actually occurs approximates this vision, the best everyone can do 
under the actual circumstances. 

Our Birth Visions contain what we individually intend to do in the 
physical dimension, as well as a larger vision of what humans have 
been trying to do throughout history, and the details of where we are 
going from here and how to get there. We just have to amplify our 
energy and share our birth intentions, and then we can remember. 
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Life Review 


A Life Review while alive is a key part of the Tenth Insight. We 
are discovering that our intuitions and sense of destiny in our lives are 
remembrances of our Birth Visions. As we understand the Sixth Insight 
more fully, we’re analyzing where we have been off track, or failed to 
take advantage of opportunities, so that we can immediately get back 
on a path more in line with why we came to Earth. Thus, were bringing 
more of the process into consciousness on a day-to-day basis. In the 
past, we had to die to engage in a review of our lives, but now we can 
wake up earlier and eventually make death obsolete, as the Ninth 
Insight predicts. 

Humans come to the Earth to systematically remember, to 
gradually awaken. We are finally becoming aware of a process that has 
been unconscious since human experience began. From the start, 
humans have perceived a Birth Vision, and then after birth have gone 
unconscious, aware of only the vaguest of intuitions. Human history is 
a spiritual process, as the deeper, systematic effort of souls, generation 
after generation, life after life, struggling through the millennia toward 
one solitary goal: to remember what we already knew in the Afterlife 
and to make this knowledge conscious on Earth. 


Dreams 


When we dream, we unconsciously travel back to this sleep level 
and other souls come and help us. Dreams clarify how to handle current 
situations in our lives. The Seventh Insight says to interpret dreams by 
superimposing the plot of the dream against the real situation facing us 
in life. The souls are filled with love and will not allow us to mistake 
them for the Divine Source. We should not connect with them to 
increase our energy. We should go within and connect directly to 
God’s energy inside us. 

When we have an intuition, or a dream, to pursue a particular 
course in our lives and we follow this guidance, certain events transpire 
that feel like magic coincidences. We feel more alive and excited. 
Events seem destined. 

When we have an intuition, or a mental image of a possible future, 
we are actually getting flashes of memory of our Birth Vision, what we 
wanted to be doing with our lives at that particular point on our journey. 
It may not be exact, because people have free will, but when something 
happens that is close to our original vision, we feel inspired because we 
recognize that we are on a path of destiny that we intended all along. 

Intuitions and dreams are our own, coming from a higher 
connection with the Divine. Soul groups just send us extra energy and 
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uplift us in a particular manner. By uplifting us in this way, they help 
us to remember more readily what we already knew. 

When we dream, we reunite with our soul group, and that jogs our 
memory of what we really wanted to do in our current life situation. 
We get glimpses of our original intention. Then, when we return to the 
physical, we retain that memory, although it is sometimes expressed in 
archetypal symbols. Soul groups are always sending us energy and 
hoping we will remember our Birth Visions. 

Each of us comes here with a vision of how our lives can be, what 
we want to do. The intuitions we have, the dreams and coincidences, 
they are all designed to keep us on the right path, to bring back our 
memory of how we wanted our lives to unfold. After we remember 
fully our Birth Vision, then we can remember something more, a World 
Vision. 


World Vision 


Remembering beyond our individual birth visions to a broader 
knowledge of human purpose and how we could complete this purpose 
brings in an expanded energy that can end the Fear. This is the World 
Vision. 

It takes the pooled energy of a group to bring in the memory of the 
World Vision, a group that can work through the process of 
remembering and energize themselves. Many groups are now forming, 
and each group will have to work through residual feelings and clear 
all resentments. 

The successful group of people working together do the following: 
Take several deep breaths and watch the faces of each other as they 
gradually appear more beautiful and luminescent and catch sight of 
their authentic soul expression. As this happens, the surrounding 
environment lights up and a wave of love and euphoria sweeps through 
each body, and the soul groups behind everyone shimmer. 

When they are seen, each person’s awareness expands even more, 
along with their soul groups. Each person looks with a state of 
complete openness and honesty and their Birth Vision is viewed as a 
subtle expression on their face. 

Then they feel as if the atoms in their body are vibrating at a higher 
level. This allows them to see each other as they really are, at their 
highest level, without the emotional projections of old fears. As this 
continues, their soul groups blend with each other. Then the group is 
able to see a more complete vision of human history, from the very 
beginning to a distant end, starting with the birth of the universe itself. 
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Birth of the Universe 


First, matter exploded into being and gravitated into stars that lived 
and died and spewed forth the great diversity of elements that 
ultimately formed the Earth. These elements, in turn, combined in the 
early terrestrial environment into ever-more complex substances until 
they finally leaped into organic life — life that then also moved forward, 
into greater organization and awareness, as is guided by an overall plan. 
Multi-cellular organisms became fishes, who became amphibians, who 
evolved into reptiles, birds and ultimately, mammals. The ultimate goal 
is to unify, evolve, and eventually implement on Earth the same 
spiritual culture that exists in the Afterlife. 

Future Spiritual Potential: 

Following the urge of evolution, we would gravitate together into 
larger, more complex social groupings, differentiating into more 
diverse occupations, overcoming a need to defeat and conquer each 
other, and eventually implement a democratic process through which 
new ideas could be shared and synthesized and evolved into ever-better 
truths. Gradually, our security would come from inside us, as we 
progressed from an expression of the Divine in terms of nature gods, to 
the divine as one Father God outside ourselves, to a final expression as 
the Holy Spirit within. 

This Holy Spirit is always accessible, waiting only for our ability 
to repent, to open, to clear, the blocks that prevent a full communion. 

Now, all humans on Earth are migrating into two conflicting 
positions: one pushing toward a vague, but ever-clearer image of 
transformation, and the other resisting, sensing that important values 
contained in the old view were being lost forever. 

In the Afterlife, this conflict would be our greatest challenge to the 
spiritualization of the physical dimension — particularly if the 
polarization grew extreme. In this case, both sides would entrench into 
an irrational projection of evil onto the other, or worse, might believe 
the literal interpreters of the end-times prophecies and begin to think 
the coming future was beyond their influence and therefore give up 
completely. 

To find the World Vision and resolve the polarization, we could 
see that our Afterlife intention was to discern the deeper truths of these 
prophecies. As with all the Scriptures, the visions in Daniel and 
Revelation were divine intuitions coming from the Afterlife into the 
physical plane, and so must be understood as draped in the symbolism 
of the seer’s mind, much like a dream. We would focus on the symbolic 
meaning. The prophecies envisioned an eventual end to the human 
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story on Earth; but an “end” that, for believers, would be quite different 
from the one experienced by nonbelievers. 

Those in the latter group were seen to experience an end of history 
that would begin with great catastrophes and environmental disasters 
and collapsing economies. Then, at the height of the fear and chaos, a 
strong leader would emerge, the Antichrist, who would offer to restore 
order, but only if individuals would agree to give up their liberties and 
carry the "mark of the beast” upon their bodies in order to participate 
in the automated economy. Eventually, this strong leader would 
declare himself a god and take by force any country that resisted his 
rule, at first making war on the forces of Islam, then on the Jews and 
Christians, ultimately casting the whole world into a fiery 
Armageddon. 

For believers, on the other hand, the scriptural prophets predicted 
a much more pleasant end to history in another dimension called the 
New Jerusalem, but we would be able to go back and forth into the 
physical. Eventually, at a certain point in the war, God would fully 
return to end the fighting, restore the Earth, and implement a thousand 
years of peace where there would be no sickness or death, and 
everything would be transformed, even the animals of the world, who 
would no longer eat meat. Instead, “The wolf shall dwell with the lamb 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.” 


We are what we believe 


The polarization was not intended to be so severe. It is known in 
the Afterlife that each side represented a part of the truth that could be 
integrated and synthesized into the new, spiritual world view. This 
synthesis would be a natural outgrowth of the Insights themselves, 
especially the Tenth Insight, and of the special groups that would begin 
to form all over the world. 

The next step in the process is the actual remembrance of how we 
intended to become believers and accomplish this prophesied utopian 
future. This is remembering the World Vision. 

The Tenth Insight groups come together all over the planet and 
when they reach a critical mass of energy, they learn to project this 
energy in such a way that the entrenched sides of the polarization 
immediately begin to lighten and ease, overcoming the Fear. Especially 
affected are the technological controllers, who would remember 
themselves and give up their last efforts to manipulate the economy and 
seize power. 

The result of the projected energy would be an unprecedented 
wave of awakening and remembrance and cooperation and personal 
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involvement, and a virtual explosion of newly inspired individuals, all 
of whom would begin to fully recall their Birth Visions and follow their 
synchronistic path into exactly the right positions within their culture. 

In the decaying inner cities and forgotten rural families, a new 
consensus will form to intervene in the cycle of poverty. No longer 
would intervention be conceived in terms of government programs, or 
merely in terms of education and jobs; the new approach would be 
deeply spiritual, for the structures of education were already in place; 
what was missing was the ability to break free from the Fear and to 
overcome the hellish diversions set up to ward off the anxiety of 
poverty. 

There will be a sudden surge of private outreach surrounding each 
family and each child in need. Waves of individuals form personal 
relationships, starting with those who see the family every day 
(merchants, teachers, police officers on the beat, minister). Then it 
expands with volunteer “Big Brothers/Sisters” and tutors, all guided by 
inner intuitions to help, remembering their intention to make a 
difference with one family, one child. And all carrying the contagion 
of the Insights and the crucial message that no matter how tough the 
situation, or how entrenched the self-defeating habits, each of us can 
wake up to a memory of mission and purpose. 

As the contagion continues, violent crime diminishes. 
Rehabilitation becomes the contagion of remembering our purpose in 
this life. 

People learn to take pollution seriously and help put a stop to 
damaging the planet, especially public lands. These natural sites will 
be regarded as sacred portals which need to be preserved for future 
generations. Cultivated plant fibers will replace the use of trees for 
lumber and paper. 

Developed cultures will learn to respect and appreciate the native 
peoples of the world. 

Occupations will change their focus. Medicine will shift from the 
mechanical treatment of symptoms toward prevention. Lawyers will 
resolve conflicts with “win-win” solutions. Businessmen will shift 
from seeking profits to making things at the lowest possible cost: a 
worldwide deflation occurs. 

As we progress, individuals remember their spiritual missions at 
younger ages. We will be taught to remember and to continue to 
increase our energy, ultimately instituting the Afterlife culture here in 
the physical. 

A world political unity is finally achieved through a grassroots 
acknowledgment of our spiritual similarities, while treasuring our local 
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autonomy and cultural differences. Humans finally understand that our 
destiny is to discuss and compare the perspectives of our relative 
religions, and, while honoring the best of their individual doctrines at 
the personal level, ultimately to see that each religion supplemented the 
others and to integrate them into a synthesized global spirituality. 

These dialogues result in the rebuilding of a grand temple in 
Jerusalem, occupied by all the major religions: Jewish, Christian, 
Islamic, Eastern, even the de facto religion of secular idealism, 
represented by economic enclaves in China and Europe who thought 
primarily in terms of a pantheistic economic utopia. Here, ultimate 
spiritual perspective would be debated and discussed. In this war of 
words and energy, at first the Islamic and Jewish perspectives would 
hold center stage; then the Christian perspective would be compared 
and integrated, along with the inner vision of the Eastern religions. 

The awareness of humanity enters another level, with the 
collective human culture progressing from primarily the sharing of 
economic information to the synchronistic exchange of spiritual truths. 
As this occurs, certain individuals and groups would begin to reach 
levels approaching that of the Afterlife dimension and would disappear 
to the larger majority remaining on Earth. These select groups would 
walk intentionally into the other dimension yet would learn to go back 
and forth — just as the Ninth Insight predicts and the scriptural prophets 
saw. 
After this Rapture begins, those remaining would understand and 
accept their role remaining in the physical, knowing they would soon 
follow. 

Now it is time for the secular idealists to proclaim their truths on 
the temple steps. At first, their energetic thrust into Jerusalem comes 
from Europe, with its primarily secular vision, with one strong leader 
proclaiming the spiritual importance of secular matters. This 
perspective is then met strongly by determined, “otherworldly” 
spiritualism of the Muslims and Christians. This conflict is then 
synthesized into one by the inner spiritual emphasis of the Eastern 
perspective. This last synthesis opens everyone to the final infusion of 
the Holy Spirit. Through this Middle Eastern dialogue of energy 
integration, history fulfills the scriptural prophecies in a symbolic and 
verbal manner, avoiding the physical apocalypse expected by the 
literalists. 

Our intention is not merely to create a New Earth, but a New 
Heaven as well. The effect of the World Vision remembrance will 
transform not only the physical dimension, but also the Afterlife. 
During the raptures on Earth, the soul groups would also have been 
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rapturing toward the physical, completing the transfer of energy into 
the expanded physical dimension. 

From the beginning of time, as our memory opened, energy and 
knowledge had systematically moved from the Afterlife dimension into 
the physical. At first, the soul groups in the Afterlife had borne full 
responsibility for maintaining the intention and envisioning the future, 
helping us to recall what we wanted to do, giving us energy. 

Then, as consciousness on Earth progressed and the population 
increased, the balance of energy and responsibility had slowly shifted 
toward the physical dimension, until, at this point in history, when 
enough energy had shifted and the World Vision was being 
remembered, the full power and responsibility for believing and 
creating the intended future would be shifting from the Afterlife to the 
souls on Earth, to the newly forming groups. 


Hell 


We cannot bring in the World Vision, or resolve the polarization 
caused by the Fear, until we understand the real nature of evil and the 
actual reality of Hell, because Hell is exactly where we are. 

Inner Hells exist as mental constructions, set up by souls who in 
life lived very restrictive control dramas and could not wake up after 
death. Many thousands of these exist, as a reaction to Fear. The people 
there would be paralyzed with Fear if they did not find some way to 
ward it off, to repress it below consciousness. What they are doing is 
repeating the same dramas, the same coping devices they practiced in 
life, and they cannot stop. 

Compulsive trances are severe control dramas which occur when 
anxiety rushes in during the challenges of life. This is the time to wake 
up and handle the Fear in another way, but if the person cannot, then 
he goes back into the trance. These compulsive trances account for all 
horrible behavior in the physical dimension. This is the psychology of 
all truly evil acts. People commit these acts because this is the only 
behavior that they know, which will numb the mind and keep away the 
anxiety that comes from the lostness they feel. 

There is no satanic plot to which we fall prey. There is only human 
fear and the bizarre ways that humans try to ward it off. The idea of 
Satan is a metaphor, a symbolic way of warning people to look to the 
divine for security, not to their sometimes-tragic ego urges and habits. 
Blaming our behavior on forces outside ourselves is a way of avoiding 
responsibility. 

As communication between the two dimensions increases, we will 
begin to have more encounters with souls in the Afterlife. This part of 
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the Tenth Insight is that we must discern between those souls who are 
awake and connected with the spirit of love, and those who are fearful 
and stuck in an obsessive trance of some kind. No matter how 
undesirable the behavior of others is, we have to grasp that they are just 
souls attempting to wake up. For those who have chosen to grow up in 
an abusive environment, we have to intervene spiritually, by bringing 
the whole process into consciousness. 


Significance of Animals 


Animals are important symbols: cat, crow, eagle, hare, hawk, owl, 
and wolf. When an animal shows up in our lives, it is a coincidence of 
the highest order. They represent parts of ourselves we need to get in 
touch with. Cat: Implores us to remember our ability to intuit and to 
self-heal. 

Crow: Holder of the laws of spirit. It will increase our perception 
of spiritual reality. 

Eagle: Soars to great heights and represents opportunity to venture 
into the higher realms of the spirit world. 

Hare: Points out a direction to take. It handles fear readily. 

Hawk: Alert and observant. It signals a messenger is close. 

Owl: We have the chance to see through any possible deception by 
others, and if we avoid lashing back, we can cut through the darkness 
to hold a higher truth. 


The words to help others 


Animals represent aspects of ourselves that we developed when we 
were those animals during the course of evolution but have lost. When 
a particular animal comes around, that means we are ready to integrate 
its consciousness into our waking awareness again. That is why all 
animal species should be preserved, as they represent aspects of 
ourselves that we’re still trying to remember. 


Prayer 


The Tenth Insight is about learning to have faith in our intuitions, 
remembering our birth intention, holding the World Vision — all of it is 
about understanding the essence of real prayer. 

When we pray in the correct fashion, we are not asking God to do 
something. God is inspiring us to act in his place to enact his will on 
Earth. We are the emissaries of the divine on this planet. True prayer 
is the method, the visualization, that God expects us to use in discerning 
his will and implementing it in the physical dimension. His kingdom 
come, His will be done, on Earth, as it is in Heaven. 
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In this sense, every thought, every expectation — all of what we 
visualize for the future — is a prayer and tends to create that very future. 
But no thought, or desire, or fear, is as strong as a vision that is in 
alignment with the Divine. That is why bringing in the World Vision 
and holding it, is important: So, we will know what to pray for, what 
future to visualize. 


Practicing the Tenth Insight 


The Tenth Insight is about maintaining our optimism and staying 
awake. We are learning to better identify and believe in our own 
intuitions, knowing that these mental images are fleeting recollections 
of our original intention, of how we wanted our lives to evolve. We 
wanted to follow a certain path in life, so that we could finally 
remember the truth that our life experiences are preparing us to tell and 
bring this knowledge into the world. 

We are now seeing our lives from the higher perspective of the 
Afterlife. We know that our individual adventures are occurring within 
the context of the long history of human awakening. With this memory, 
our lives are grounded, put into context; we can see the long process 
through which we have been spiritualizing the physical dimension, and 
what we have left to do. 

The polarization of Fear is still rising, and if we are to resolve it, 
and move on, each of us must participate personally. We must watch 
our thoughts and expectations very carefully and catch ourselves every 
time we treat another human being as an enemy. We can defend 
ourselves, and restrain certain people, but if we dehumanize them, we 
add to the Fear. 

We are all Souls in growth; we all have an original intention that 
is positive; and we can all remember. Our responsibility is to hold that 
idea for everyone we meet. That is the true interpersonal Ethic; that is 
how we uplift, that is the contagion of the new awareness that is 
encircling the planet. We either fear that human culture is falling apart, 
or we can hold the Vision that we are awakening. Either way, our 
expectation is a prayer that goes out as a force that tends to bring about 
the end we envision. Each of us must consciously choose between these 
two futures. 


The #1 New York Times best-selling author, James Redfield, invites 
you to hold the vision of a conscious future at https://www.celestinevision. 
com/. You can sign up for the Celestine Vision Newsletter to receive up to 

date information from Celestinevision.com and get insightful bonus material 
to help you grow! 


— Paul 9. Hauser J.D. 
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observations, case reports, literature review, and philosophical discussions. Relevant 
book reviews and letters to the editor are also considered. All submissions must be 
original and not under simultaneous consideration by other journals. Please either 
submit a CD of the manuscript in Microsoft Word or as an e-mail attachment in 
Microsoft Word. First priority for publication is given to material from members; 
others are considered and used when appropriate and when space permits. Each bi- 
annual issue contains 80 pages, with about 600 words on each full-print page of text. 
CONTENT: Research articles dealing with the interface between religion and 
psychical research are of special interest for the Journal. Articles on related fields of 
psi phenomena, religion, philosophy, science, and metaphysics can also be relevant 
and of interest to Journal readers. 
LENGTH: The preferred length of an article is a maximum of 5,000 words plus a 
bibliography not exceeding two pages. A letter to the editor should not exceed 1,200 
words. Book reviews can vary from one to five pages. Occasionally, articles on a 
specific topic will be solicited from established authorities in that particular field. 
FORMATS: Type all submitted material double-spaced on one side of the paper only 
and include with each article an abstract of no more than 100 words. Do not use 
numbers for source citations but place the references in parenthesis in the text. For 
example: “He was supposed to shine with his own light.” (Boyce, p. 72). The 
references in the Bibliography are to be placed in alphabetical order. Examples of 
formats for the Bibliography are: 

ARTICLES: Morse, D.R. (1998) “Stress and the Afterlife.” Journal of Religion 

and Psychical Research; 21(4): 194-205. 

BOOKS: Glynn, P. (1997) God the Evidence: The Reconciliation of Faith and 

Reason in a Postsecular World. Rocklin, CA: Prima Publishing. 

EXCERPTS FROM BOOKS: Merkelbach, R. (1994) “Mithras.” In Man, 

Myth, & Magic: The Illustrative Encyclopedia of Mythology, Religion, and 

the Unknown, Vol. 13. M. Cavendish, R. editor. New York: Marshall 

Cavendish Corp: 1751-1754. 

MEETING PRESENTATIONS: Wolf, L. (1997) “Jewish Meditation: A 

Kabbalistic Approach to a Balanced Life.” Presented at the Gersham YMHA, 

Philadelphia, June 2. 

INTERNET CITATIONS: Griffith, G. (1998) “Mithraism.” Uploaded on 11 

August. Downloaded on 2 January 2014. http://Icedar.evansville.edu/ 

~ecoleweb/articles/mithraism.html 
FOLLOW UP: Authors will receive acknowledgment of receipt within two weeks 
(usually). Acceptance or rejection notification will be given within two months 
(usually). Accepted manuscripts can be edited for clarity, style, conciseness, and 
space requirements. One issue of the journal in which the article is published will be 
sent to the senior author. Prices for authors’ reprints of their articles can be obtained 
by writing to the Assistant Treasurer Paul Hauser. 
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THE ACADEMY FOR SPIRITUAL AND 
CONSCIOUSNESS STUDIES, INC. 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Please enroll me as a member of The ACADEMY FOR SPIRITUAL 
AND CONSCIOUSNESS STUDIES, INC. in the membership category 
marked below. Enclosed are my annual membership dues in the amount 
of for the year beginning 


C Supporting: $40 CT Under 25 and Students: $25 
O Seniors over 60: $25 CT 2nd Family Member: Free 
O E-Membership: $20 [publications by e-mail only] 


Note: If postal mailing address for publications is outside the U.S.A., add $20 per 
year for mailing expense ($10 per year for Canadian addresses). 


(Contributions and dues to The ACADEMY FOR SPIRITUAL AND 
CONSCIOUSNESS STUDIES, INC. are deductible for tax 
purposes under an Internal Revenue Service ruling of March 14, 2006.) 


Name 

Address 

City State Zip 
Telephone E-mail 


Please enclose this application with your check or money order 
payable to The Academy for SPIRITUAL AND CONSCIOUSNESS 
STUDIES, INC. and send to: THE ACADEMY FOR SPIRITUAL AND 
CONSCIOUSNESS STUDIES, INC. 


1378 The 12th Fairway, Wellington, FL 33414, USA 
Phone: (561) 714-1423 e pauljhauser@ gmail.com e http://www.ascsi.org 
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